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Winner of Outstanding Camp 2021 at National Reunion 
Winner of the Texas Division Best Newsletter Award, 2017, 2018. 2020 & 2021 

2021 Outstanding Camp & 2021 Best Website 
Winner of the SCV National Best Newsletter Award, 2016, 2017 & 2018 
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COMMANDER’S       

CORNER              
by Danny “Kid” Tillery   

               

  As we start 2022 I want to pray 

that each of you will have a safe 

and blessed new year. I pray that this year will be a 

year that we return to some degree of normalcy, 

whatever that may be. We need to continue to pray 

for our country, it’s leaders and the ones wanting to 

lead during this next election cycle. Continue to 

pray for our camp and its members that we may 

grow strong in numbers.  

God Bless each of you and your families. 

                   Thank you, 

                   Commander Kid Tillery                               

“Now is the time for all good men to come to the 

aid of their country.” P.H. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS

 

 

Monday, Jan. 17,  7:00 p.m. 

Refreshments at 6:30 p.m. 

Old Union Community Center 

Hwy 67E, Mount Pleasant, Texas 

 

2022 National Reunion - Cartersville, GA 

2022 State Reunion – McKinney, TX 

 

 

Our Charge… 
 

"To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will 

commit the vindication of the cause for which 

we fought. To your strength will be given the 

defense of the Confederate soldier's good name, 

the guardianship of his history, the emulation of 

his virtues, the perpetuation of those principles 

which he loved and which you love also, and 

those ideals which made him glorious and 

which you also cherish."  Remember, it is your 

duty to see that the true history of the South is 

presented to future generations!  Lt. General 

Stephen Dill Lee, Commander General,United 

Confederate Veterans,New Orleans, Louisiana 

April 25, 1906 
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A BLAST FROM THE PAST 

“Battle of Fort Fisher” 

by Ronnie W. Faulkner, 2006 

See: More on Civil War Battles from the 

Encyclopedia of North Carolina | More on Civil 

War Battles 

The Civil War battle at Fort Fisher consisted of two 

separate expeditions against the formidable 

Confederate fortification near the mouth of 

the Cape Fear River on 24-27 Dec. 1864 and 12-15 

Jan. 1865. Fort Fisher, nicknamed the "Gibraltar of 

the South," consisted of a huge L-shaped earthwork 

constructed under the direction of Col. William 

Lamb, the fort's commander. The fort was located 

just above New Inlet on the peninsula of Federal 

Point, with Cape Fear to the west and the Atlantic 

Ocean to the east. It protected Wilmington, the last 

major blockade-running port of the Confederacy by 

late 1864 and the lifeline of Gen. Robert E. Lee's 

Army of Northern Virginia. Gen. Braxton 

Bragg was given command of the Department of 

North Carolina, with Maj. Gen. William H. C. 

Whiting leading a force at Wilmington. 

At the urging of Gideon Welles, secretary of the 

U.S. navy, plans for a Federal expedition 

commenced in the fall of 1864. Rear Adm. David 

Porter was given command of a naval assault force 

of 48 warships, while Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler 

was to direct 6,500 men. As planning progressed, 

Butler devised the notion of floating a ship loaded 

with gunpowder near Fort Fisher and setting it 

alight. Although engineers were skeptical of the 

plan, Porter approved it. An old ship, the Louisiana, 

was loaded with approximately 200 tons of 

gunpowder and in the predawn hours of 24 

December was exploded about 600 yards from 

shore. The sight and sound were impressive, but one 

Federal naval officer correctly remarked, "There's a 

fizzle." Colonel Lamb thought that a Federal ship 

had accidentally run aground and its magazine had 

exploded. At 11:30 a.m. Porter opened on the fort 

with 600 guns. The next day Union troops landed 

north of Fort Fisher and captured two batteries. 

However, when Butler drew near the fort and saw 

its strong defenses, he withdrew on 25-26 

December. Butler's departure was so hasty that he 

left part of a regiment stranded until 27 December. 

Porter and Lt. Gen. Ulysses S. Grant (the Union 

army's general in chief) were furious at Butler, and 

Grant relieved him of command. 

Brevet Maj. Gen. Alfred H. Terry replaced Butler as 

the new army commander with 8,000 more soldiers. 

Porter's squadron was also reinforced. On 12 Jan. 

1865 this new force approached Fort Fisher. 

General Whiting arrived from Wilmington with an 

additional 600 men, increasing the garrison 

defending the fort to 1,950. Bragg had an additional 

6,000 troops under Maj. Gen. Robert F. Hoke on the 

northern end of the peninsula. The Union 

bombardment started on 12 January and the 

Federals landed troops the next day. Amazingly, 

Bragg did not order Hoke up but kept his veteran 

troops huddled inside their earthworks. The Federal 

naval bombardment continued until 15 January and 

constituted the heaviest naval fire in history until 

that time. That afternoon, Brig. Gen. Adelbert Ames 

attacked the land face of the fort with 3,000 men, 

while 2,000 naval personnel assaulted the sea face. 

The naval column was repulsed, but the land face 

was captured after desperate hand-to-hand fighting. 

Whiting led a counterattack, heroically charging 

into the Union attackers, but he was severely 

wounded and his men dragged him to safety. They 

withdrew southward to Buchanan Battery and 

surrendered at 10:30 p.m. The port of Wilmington 

was now closed, but the town did not fall until 22 

February. 

General Bragg was highly criticized for his 

handling of the Fort Fisher defense, especially by 

General Whiting, who wrote two reports from a 

Federal prison charging Bragg with incompetence. 

The fall of Fort Fisher hastened the demise of the 

Confederacy by severing its last lifeline to the 

outside world. 

https://www.ncpedia.org/part-5-military-movements-battles-a
https://www.ncpedia.org/civil-war-battles
https://www.ncpedia.org/civil-war-battles
https://www.ncpedia.org/rivers/cape-fear
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/lamb-william
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/lamb-william
https://www.ncpedia.org/geography/wilmington
https://www.ncpedia.org/blockade-running
http://www.civilwarhome.com/leebio.htm
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/bragg-braxton
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/bragg-braxton
https://www.ncpedia.org/geography/wilmington
https://www.ncpedia.org/fort-fisher
https://www.whitehouse.gov/about/presidents/ulyssessgrant
https://www.ncpedia.org/geography/wilmington
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/hoke-robert-frederick
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LAST CAMP MEETING 

We had eight in attendance at the last meeting.  

We missed those not able to be there.   Looking 

forward to seeing of you soon.  We had a good 

meal of “Goldwater beans”, cornbread, 

desert(pecan pie, pound cake), and iced tea.  A 

good time was had by all. 

 

BATTLES FOUGHT DURING 

THE MONTH OF DECEMBER 

 

Battle of Arkansas Post or Fort Hindman - Fort 

Hindman Arkansas 

11 January 1863 - General Thomas J. Churchill 

verses General John A. McClernand. Casualties: 

4564 Confederate, 1061 Union! 

Battle of Fort Fisher - Fort Fisher North 

Carolina 

13-15 January 1865 - General William H.C. 

Whiting verses General Alfred H. Terry. Casualties: 

1400 Confederates, 5962 Union! 

Battle of Mill Springs - Mill Springs Kentucky 

19 January 1862 - George B. Crittenden verses 

General George H. Thomas. Casualties: 314 

Confederate, 246 Union! 

 

 

 

 To Be Or Not To Be 

I am the descendent of an American Revolution 

soldier & Civil War (Confederate) soldier. I am not 

ashamed of this. If I’m a descendant of any Union 

soldiers I’m not aware of it but would not be 

ashamed of it.  

Allegedly I’m related to President James Madison 

& President Lincoln cousins.  

There are those that want to cancel the past and 

change history.  

We should not be ashamed of the past and be proud 

of our ancestors for standing on their principles.  

I am proud to be a member of SCV  

Regardless of the cancel culture  

God Bless  

Chaplain,  

Shawn Tully  

 
BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES 

& OTHER IMPORTANT DATES 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
January 7

th
 – Harry King 

January 10
th

 – Dennis Beckham 

January 25
th

 – Joshua Beckham 

January 30
th

 – O. M. Adams 

January 1
st
 – Jeanette Merka 

January 10
th

 – Kathy Lester 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
January 1

st
 – Rex & Carole McGee 

January 8
th

 – Michael & Jamee Lynn Mars 

January 21
st
 – Joe & Keesie Reynolds 
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January 8
th

 – This day in 1821 General James 

Longstreet was born. 

January 9
th

 – This day in 1861 Mississippi secedes 

from the union. 

January 10
th

 – This day in 1861 Florida secedes 

from the union.  

January 11
th

 – This day in 1861 Alabama secedes 

from the union.  

January 19
th

 – On this day 1807 General Robert E. 

Lee was born in Stratford, Virginia.  

January (3
rd

 Monday) – This day is confederate 

Heroes Day.  

January 21
st
 – This day in 1824 General Thomas J. 

"Stonewall" Jackson was born in West Virginia. 

January 26
th

 – This day in 1861 Louisiana secedes 

from the union.  

January 28
th

 – This day in 1825 General George 

Pickett was born.  

 

GUARDIAN NEWS 

Our camp #2270 has 280 graves attended by 14 

members.  Remember to be a full Guardian your 

grave must have either a Confederate headstone 

or a Confederate footstone.  Be sure to start to 

look into completing your responsibility to your 

veteran’s graves.   

As usual, I’ll leave you with the question that 

PhilDavis, Chairman of both the National and 

TexasDivision Guardian Program always asks, 

“Are you a Guardian?               If not, why not?” 

 

 

 

The Breaking Up of Camp Nelson, AR 
Come set you down ye Texans lets have alittle fun 

In singing of the victories our boys have dearly won 

While the weather it is fine and the fires burning 

high 

We’ll just sing it to the tune of root hog or die 

Hurrah boys we Texans no our rights 

And if yo tramp upon our toes we’ll make you see 

right 

Hurrah boys we’ll make the yankee’s fly 

Root Abe big Abe little Abe or die 

 

We reached the camp called Nelson early in the fall 

And hear we was armed and ready for the ball 
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Who wrote a pacifist poem, “Christmas Bells” on 

Christmas Day 1864 when learning of his son’s 

injuries in Nov. battle? 

At midnight the orders came to your guns boy fly 

For the feds are going to make us root hog or die 

 

We went below the railroad on a little creek 

And here we camped and stayed for a week 

 But of the wood was handy and the water being 

nigh 

The col thought had better move or root hog or die 

 

Now all we want is just to get a chance 

To face the music and I know the boys will dance 

For while the canon roaring and balls flying high 

We’ll charge and make the Yankee boys root hog or 

die 

 

Twice in old Virginia the Yankees took us on 

Twice in old Virginia we drove them from the land 

For with our Jef & Beaureguard we made the 

Federals fly 

You’d have laughed to see the Federals root hog or 

die 

 

We’re on our way to Washington to take the 

Yankee town 

We’ll run up the dixie flag and pull the Yankees 

down 

Wel’ll make Abe and Seward look pretty shy 

For well they know the Texas boys will root hog or 

die 

 

Hurrah boys we Texans no our rights  

And if you tramp upon our toes we’ll make you see 

sights 

Hurrah boys we’ll make the Yankees fly 

Root Abe big Abe little Abe or die 

   By: J. T. Bister 

Presented to: M. P. Bap 

  By: T.C. Rister 

 Army of Texas near Pine Bluff 

  Ark April the 12
th

 1863 

 

Transcribed to best of ability by Rodney Love 

 
Camp Song 

 

Sons of Confederate Veterans 

By: Harry King 

 

We are the Sons of Confederate Veterans 

We wear the grey with Southern Pride 

In honor of our great forefathers 

Who went to battle, who fought and died 

 

We are the Sons of Confederate Veterans 

In every camp we take a stand 

To preserve our Southern Culture 

The memory of every fighting man 

 

We guard the Heritage of God and Family 

The cornerstone of our History 

From old Jeff Davis to Stonewall Jackson 

And our commander Robert E. Lee 

 

We are the Sons of Confederate Veterans  

who shed their blood and stood their ground 

From Manassas to the fields of Shiloh 

Until they drove old Dixie down 

 

We are the Sons of Confederate Veterans  

from the Heart of Texas to the Caroline’s 

Shenandoah Valley and the Blue Ridge 

Mountains 

Louisiana to the Georgia Pines 

 

So all you Johnny Rebs give a Rebel Yell 

Like your forefathers when duty called  

And hold your head up high in sacred honor 

of the fighting heroes who gave it all 

 

We are the sons of Confederate Veterans  

We wear the grey with southern pride 

In honor of our brave forefathers 

Who went to battle who fought and died 
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Who fought for Dixie   

Who fought and died! 

 

Camp Photos 

 
Joe Reynolds presenting Talks With White Buffalo with 

his five year certificate 

 
Joe Reynolds presenting Commander Kid Tillery with flag 

ribbon from National for Outstanding Camp 

 
Adjutant Rodney Love presenting program on the Bonnie 

Blue Flag 

 

 

 
 

Highway 67 from Mt. Pleasant city limits to Old 

Union Community Center 

 

 



V 
 

Vol. 7 No. 12                                                        Copyright 2021                                                                Page 7 
 

 

 

 

Camp Leadership 

1
st
 Lt. David Richard Reynolds 

Camp #2270 

Mount Pleasant, Texas 

 

Commander 

Danny “Kid” Tillery 

(903) 717-1593 

ckidtillery@gmail.com 

 

1
st
 Lt. Commander 

Dennis Mack Beckham 

 

2
nd

 Lt. Commander 

Talks with White Buffalo 

(903)305-1874 

tbuffalo@ymail.com 

 

Adjutant 

Rodney Glen Love 

(903) 756-7264 

snakemon@aol.com 

 

Judge Advocate 

Michael Mars 

(903)374-3321 

Jmmars74@gmail.com 

 

Quartermaster 

Steve Austin 

tfcvso67@yahoo.com 

 

Surgeon 

Joshua Wayne Beckham 

(903)799-8872 

joshua.beckham@outlook.com 
 

Chaplain 

Shawn Tully 

(903) 563-1097 

marie6925@outlook.com 

 

Color Sergeant 

Charles "Richard" Hess 

(903) 434-9839 

No E-Mail 

 

Historian 

Rodney Glen Love 

(903) 756-7264 

snakemon@aol.com 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Rodney Glen Love 

(903) 756-7264 

snakemon@aol.com 

 

Web Master 
Joe Reynolds 

(903) 575-8791 

Joe.Reynolds@DavidRReynolds.org 

 

1
st
 to email me the answer to question wins ?  

 
 
 

 

 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
 

Rodney Glen Love 

305 Florida Street 

Linden, TX  75563-9517  

(903) 756-7264 

snakemon@aol.com 

 

 
 

 

Opinions expressed by individual writers are their own and do 

not necessarily reflect official positions of the 

1
st
 Lt. David Richard Reynolds Camp #2270. 

Letters and articles may be submitted to: 

snakemon@aol.com  

(Cutoff for articles is 20
th
 of the month) 

mailto:tbuffalo@ymail.com
mailto:snakemon@aol.com
mailto:Jmmars74@gmail.com
mailto:marie6925@outlook.com
mailto:snakemon@aol.com
mailto:snakemon@aol.com
mailto:Joe.Reynolds@DavidRReynolds.org
mailto:snakemon@aol.com

