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COMMANDER’S 

CORNER 
by Danny ñKidò Tillery 

 

As we look to our next meeting I 

ask each of you to try and come up with some 

new ideas we as a camp can do for our 

community.  I would really love to see 

everyone there.  Thank you,  

Commander Kid Tillery  

 

UPCOMING EVENT S

 

 

Monday, May 17
th
 7:00 p.m. 

Refreshments at 6:30 p.m. 

Old Union Community Center 

Hwy 67E, Mount Pleasant, Texas 

 

2021 Texas Division Reunion 

May 28 ï 30, 2021 

Lee Lockwood Library and Museum 

2801 West Waco Drive 

Waco, Texas 

 

2021 National Reunion 

July 21-24, 2021 

Copeland Tower & Conference Center 

2601 Severn Avenue 

Metairie, Louisiana 70002 

 

Fri. May 28 ï Jefferson Living History at Diamond 

Donôs River Park. Need to be set up by 7:30- 8 AM. 

 

Contact George Linton ï glinton@etex.net  

903-734-7327 or cell 903-720-0305 

 

Our Charge… 
 

"To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we 

will commit the vindication of the cause for 

which we fought. To your strength will be 

given the defense of the Confederate soldier's 

good name, the guardianship of his history, 

the emulation of his virtues, the perpetuation 

of those principles which he loved and which 

you love also, and those ideals which made 

him glorious and which you also cherish."  

Remember, it is your duty to see that the true 

history of the South is presented to future 

generations! 
 

Lt. General Stephen Dill Lee, Commander General, 

United Confederate Veterans, 

New Orleans, Louisiana April 25, 1906 

Vol. 7 No. 6                                                             Copyright 2021                                                           June 2021 

mailto:glinton@etex.net


V 
 

Vol. 7 No. 4                                                        Copyright 2021                                                                 Page 2 
 

 

 

 

A BLAST FROM THE PAST  

McClellan's Army of the Potomac had pushed to 
within a few miles of the Confederate capital of 
Richmond and had stalled following the Battle of 
Seven Pines in late May 1862. Lee wanted to take the 
initiative, believing that remaining on the strategic 
defensive would play into Union hands and allow the 
Confederacy to be worn down. He planned to shift his 
90,000-man Confederate army to the north of 
Richmond, and attack McClellan's right flank. The 
Confederate cavalry under the command of Maj. 
Gen. J.E.B. Stuart had ridden around McClellan's 
army, confirming that the flank was openðnot 
anchored on Totopotomoy Creekðand vulnerable. 
Lee planned to use Maj. Gen. Stonewall Jackson's 
force, transported by rail from the Shenandoah Valley, 
to attack on McClellan's right and rear, while the 
remainder of his army under Maj. Gens. A.P. 
Hill, James Longstreet, and D.H. Hill attacked from 
the direction of Mechanicsville.[4] 

 

Seven Days Battles, June 26ï27, 1862 

  Confederate 

  Union 

The Seven Days Battles began with a Union attack in 
the minor Battle of Oak Grove on June 25, but the first 
major battle started the next day when Lee launched 
a large-scale assault against McClellan at the Battle 
of Beaver Dam Creek (or Mechanicsville). Lee 
attacked Porter's V Corps north of the Chickahominy, 
while the bulk of the Union Army was relatively 
unoccupied south of the river. Although this battle was 
a tactical victory for the Union, McClellan realized that 
he could not keep Porter's corps in place with 
Jackson threatening his flank. He ordered Porter to 
begin a withdrawal and at the same time decided to 
change the army's base of supply from White 
House on the Pamunkey River to Harrison's Landing 
on the James River. (This decision was fatal to 
McClellan's campaign because by abandoning the 
railroad that led from the Pamunkey, he would no 
longer be able to supply his planned siege of 
Richmond with the necessary heavy artillery.)[5] 

Several of McClellan's subordinates urged him to 
attack the Confederate division of Maj. Gen. John B. 
Magruder south of the Chickahominy, but he feared 
the vast numbers of Confederates he believed to be 
before him and failed to capitalize on the 
overwhelming superiority he actually held on that 
front. Magruder assisted in this misapprehension by 
ordering frequent, noisy movements of small units 
back and forth and by using groups of slaves with 
drums to simulate large marching columns. 
Furthermore, the Union Army Balloon Corps, which 
had performed the only aerial observation during the 
Peninsula Campaign, was now joined by a 
Confederate competitor. Capt. Langdon Cheves of 
South Carolina had constructed a multicolored 
balloon of dress silk obtained 
from Charleston and Savannah, which sailed aloft 
tethered to a boxcar on the York River Railroad, 
manned by Maj. Edward Porter Alexander. The 
appearance of this balloon reinforced McClellan's fear 
that the Confederates were planning for an offensive 
against his left flank. For the second day, the 
Confederates were able to continue fooling McClellan 
south of the river by employing minor diversionary 
attacks to command the attention of 60,000 Federal 
troops while the heavier action occurred north of the 
river.[6] 

The order to Porter's corps came just before dawn 
and they did not have adequate time to prepare a 
strong rear guard for the withdrawal, resulting in 
numerous men from Brig. Gen. George A. McCall's 
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division being captured by the advancing 
Confederates. Porter selected a new defensive line 
on a plateau behind Boatswain's Swamp, just to the 
southeast of a mill owned by Dr. William F. Gaines. It 
was a strong position, with two divisions laid out in a 
semicircleðBrig. Gen. George W. Morell on the left 
and Brig. Gen. George Sykes on the rightðand two 
divisions in reserveðBrig. Gen. George A. McCall 
and Brig. Gen. Henry W. Slocum, the latter on loan to 
Porter from Brig. Gen. William B. Franklin's VI Corps. 
Slocum's division had not crossed the river by the 
start of the battle, held up by McClellan's concern 
about an impending attack on Franklin's front.[7] 

Lee's offensive plan for June 27 was similar to that of 
the preceding day. He would use A.P. Hill's and 
Longstreet's divisions to pressure Porter's corps as it 
withdrew, while Stonewall Jackson, augmented by 
D.H. Hill (Jackson's brother-in-law), hit Porter's right 
and rear. The combined effort of all of Lee's force was 
destined to be the largest Confederate attack of the 
war, about 57,000 men in six divisions. Lee traveled 
to Walnut Grove Church to meet with Jackson and 
describe the plan, which called for Jackson to march 
toward Old Cold Harbor, and then south beyond 
Porter's flank. Unfortunately, Lee made incorrect 
assumptions about Porter's disposition. He assumed 
that the V Corps would defend the line of Powhite 
Creek, somewhat to the west of Porter's actual 
location.[8] 

The Battle of Gaines' Mill, sometimes known as 
the Battle of Chickahominy River, took place on 
June 27, 1862, in Hanover County, Virginia, as the 
third of the Seven Days Battles (Peninsula Campaign) 
of the American Civil War. Following the 
inconclusive Battle of Beaver Dam 
Creek (Mechanicsville) the previous 
day, Confederate General Robert E. Lee renewed his 
attacks against the right flank of the Union Army, 
relatively isolated on the northern side of 
the Chickahominy River. There, Brig. Gen. Fitz John 
Porter's V Corps had established a strong defensive 
line behind Boatswain's Swamp. Lee's force was 
destined to launch the largest Confederate attack of 
the war, about 57,000 men in six divisions. Porter's 
reinforced V Corps held fast for the afternoon as the 
Confederates attacked in a disjointed manner, first 
with the division of Maj. Gen. A.P. Hill, then Maj. 
Gen. Richard S. Ewell, suffering heavy casualties. 
The arrival of Maj. Gen. Stonewall Jackson's 
command was delayed, preventing the full 
concentration of Confederate force before Porter 
received some reinforcements from the VI Corps. 

At dusk, the Confederates finally mounted a 
coordinated assault that broke Porter's line and drove 
his men back toward the Chickahominy River. The 
Federals retreated across the river during the night. 
The Confederates were too disorganized to pursue 
the main Union force. Gaines' Mill saved Richmond 
for the Confederacy in 1862; the tactical defeat there 
convinced Army of the Potomac commander Maj. 
Gen. George B. McClellan to abandon his advance 
on Richmond and begin a retreat to the James River. 
The battle occurred in almost the same location as 
the Battle of Cold Harbor nearly two years later. 

 
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

 
 

LAST CAMP  MEETING  
 We missed several members at the meeting 
and hope to see each one there at the next 
meeting. Appreciate Talk With White Buffalo 
for preparing chile for the meal.  Thanks to 

those that attended the meeting. 

 

 

BATTLES FOUGHT DURING 

THE MONTH OF APRIL  

 

 
Battle of Cold Harbor - Cold Harbor Virginia  
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1-3 June 1864 - General Robert E. Lee verses 

General Ulysses S. Grant. Casualties: {Unknown} 

Confederate, 12,000 Union! 

Battle of Philippi - Philippi Western Virginia  

3 June 1861 - General Robert S. Garnett verses 

General George B. McClellan. Casualties: 15 

Confederate, 2 Union! 

Battle of Cross Keys - Cross Keys Virginia 

8 June 1862 - General Richard S. Ewell verses 

General John C. Fremont. Casualties: 288 

Confederate, 584 Union! 

Battle of Port Republic - Port Republic Virginia  

9 June 1862 - General Thomas J. "Stonewall" 

Jackson verses General John C. Fremont. 

Casualties: 800 Confederate, 1018 Union! 

Battle of Brandy Station - Brandy Station 

Virginia  

9 June 1863 - General James "J.E.B." Stuart verses 

General Alfred Pleasanton. Casualties: 523 

Confederate, 936 Union! 

Second Battle of Winchester - Winchester 

Virginia  

14-15 June 1863 - General Richard S. Ewell verses 

General Robert H. Milroy. Casualties: 269 

Confederate, 4443 Union! 

First Assault on Petersburg - Petersburg 

Virginia  

15-18 June 1864 - General Robert E. Lee verses 

General Ulysses S. Grant. Casualties: {Unknown} 

Confederate, 8150 Union! 

Siege of Petersburg - Petersburg Virginia 

19 June 1864 - 2 April 1865 - General Robert E. 

Lee verses General Ulysses S. Grant. Caualties: 

28,000 Confederate, 42,000 Union! 

Battle of Mechanicsville - Mechanicsville 

Virginia  

26 June 1862 - General Robert E. Lee verses 

General Fitz-John Porter. Casualties: 1484 

Confederate, 361 Union! 

Battle of Gaines' Mill - Gaines' Mill Virginia  

27 June 1862 - General Robert E. Lee verses 

General Fitz-John Porter. Casualties: 8751 

Confederate, 6837 Union! 

Battle of Kennesaw - Kennesaw Georgia 

27 June 1864 - General Joseph E. Johnston verses 

General William T. Sherman. Casualties: 442 

Confederates, 2051 Union! 

Battle of Savage's Station - Savage's Station 

Virginia  

29 June 1862 - General Robert E. Lee verses 

General George B. McClellan. Casualties: 626 

Confederate, 1590 Union! 

Battle of Hanover - Hanover Pennsylvania 

30 June 1863 - General James "J.E.B." Stuart verses 

General E.J. Farnsworth. Casualties: 117 

Confederate, 215 Union! 

 

 

Romans 8:35-39 

King James Version 

35 Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, 
or sword? 
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36 As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all 
the day long; we are accounted as sheep for 
the slaughter. 

37 Nay, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him that loved us. 

38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor 
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, 

39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature, shall be able to separate us from the 
love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Brethren, never let no one convince you that 
you are not worthy of Godôs love. All these 
things canôt separate us from Gods love but 
one thing, Sin! Just like the civil war caused 
division, hatred, murder, & destruction sin 
cause all these things in life. Sin has caused 
more murder, rape, destruction, division, 
separation than any civil war or any other war. 
Sin is the number one problem in all of our 
lives. So run from and cling to Gods amazing 
love.  

God Bless  

May God bless and keep everyone of you brothers. 

Camp Chaplain Shawn Tulley 

 

BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES  

& OTHER IMPORTANT DATES  
 
June 1

st
 ï Gary Oliver 

June 1
st
 ï Laura Beckham 

June 6
th

 ï Billie Love 

June 6
th

 ï Cindy Fletcher 

June 15
th

 ï Rodney Love 

June 19
th

 ï Joe Reynolds  

June 19
th

 ï Kid Tillery  

June 20
th

 ï Buffalo  

 

 
 

GUARDIAN NEWS  
by Past Commander Rex McGee 

 

 

Our camp #2270 has 280 graves attended by 14 

members.  Remember to be a full Guardian your 

grave must have either a Confederate headstone or a 

Confederate footstone.  Be sure to start to look into 

completing your responsibility to your veteranôs 

graves. 

As usual, Iôll leave you with the question that Phil 

Davis, Chairman of both the National and Texas 

Division Guardian Program always asks,  

“Are you a Guardian?                   If not, why not?”

 

THE GOLDMAN BROTHERS CIVIL WAR 

LETTERS by Bobby Goldman 

 

 From the previous letter you can also see 

that the boys were always in need of clothes and 

shoes.  The Confederate Army did not issue 

uniforms to the enlisted men.  They just had to 

make do with what they had.  As much walking 

and marching as the men had to do, it is not 

surprising that a pair of shoes would not last 
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long.  It is said that many men had to resort to 

wrapping rags around their feet for protection 

after they had worn out their shoes and had no 

one back home to send them any new ones. 

 

Big Shanty P.O., Cobb County, Georgia, 

October 1861 

To Silas Crozier 

Dear Cousin: 

 It is with pleasure that I seat my self to 

inform you that I am well and hoping when these 

lines comes to hand they may find you and all 

the family well.  Si9las, I have nothing of much 

importance to rite to you other than we are all on 

this old field yet.  I tell you that the Bully Beef is 

miserable tuff and the Ribs is over burn too.  I 

wish you could see some of the boys pull with 

both hands.  Some of the boys are bursting it 

around in their mouth so much that their mouth 

is ready for whistling.  Now I must quit my 

foolishness and tell you how I am getting along.  

We are all here but I don’t know how long we 

are going to stay put. Silas, I want you to tell all 

my kindred howdy and then my friends if I have 

such there.  And when you get this letter and 

read it, go and tell Mother, Brothers, Sister, and 

Father that you have received a letter from me. 

And tell them I would be glad to see them all. 

But iff I never see them on earth again, I hope I 

will meet them in Heaven. I am a soldier to 

defend our country and to protect my Mother, 

little Brothers, and Sister. And I hope God will 

graciously spare me through the battle field, and 

I will return home to our own country. Oh what 

does man live for but to die. And if I was to fall it 

would be in a glorious cause. I must close. Rite 

soon an of the nuse. I still remain your friend 

until death. 

  Lafayette Godman 

 

The next letter is a rather odd one, in that 

it was written to the Goldman boys instead of 

from them. A friend of theirs, William Brack 

mailed it from Lincolnton.  How it ever got back 

in the hands of Matilda Goldman and became 

part of her collection, we will never know. 

 

  

 

 Lincolnton, Georgia, October 26, 1861 

 

Dear Friend: 

 I seat my self this morning to write you a 

few lines to let you know that I am well and 

doing well at present. I received your letter and 

wrote back to  you but I heard that you never got 

it. I saw your sweetheart last Sunday and she 

looked just like a pealed apple ready for eating. 

Tell Fate I saw his sweetheart and she was 

looking at his ambrotype and the tears rolling 

down her cheeks as big as a turnip. Since you 

have been gone the gals are so downhearted that 

they have quit riding to meeting and have to 

walk. They have to walk through the lonesome 

piney woods and every time they come to where 

the roads crosses, the stop and look up and down 

the road to see if they can see any body coming. 

It looks to me like there is twice as many gals in 

the country as there was when you went away, 

for I can go to meeting any time and they are so 

thick that I can shut my ise and work again 

them, any where. Write me word where you are 

going whether to Virginia or any where else so I 

can tell the gals. If you was back here you could 

work close to the gals for it is getting cold they 

have to pull off the hoopskirts. The gals all say 

they want to see you all mighty bad. But they 

can’t see you and don’t expect to see you till the 

war is ended.  And they say you must give the 

Yankees all the bone and sinew you can spare. 

Write soon as you get this.  I would like to see 

lyou but I can’t. 

 Yours truly, William Brack  

 

More letters to follow.  
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Camp Song 
 

Sons of Confederate Veterans 

By : Harry King  

 

We are the Sons of Confederate Veterans 

We wear the grey with Southern Pride 

In honor of our great forefathers 

Who went to battle, who fought and died 

 

We are the Sons of Confederate Veterans 

In every camp we take a stand 

To preserve our Southern Culture 

The memory of every fighting man 

 

We guard the Heritage of God and Family 

The cornerstone of our History 

From old Jeff Davis to Stonewall Jackson 

And our commander Robert E. Lee 

 

We are the Sons of Confederate Veterans  

who shed their blood and stood their ground 

From Manassas to the fields of Shiloh 

Until they drove old Dixie down 

 

We are the Sons of Confederate Veterans  

from the Heart of Texas to the Caroline’s 

Shenandoah Valley and the Blue Ridge Mountains 

Louisiana to the Georgis Pines 

 

So all you Johnny Rebs give a Rebel Yell 

Like your forefathers when duty called  

And hold your head up high in sacred honor 

of the fighting heroes who gave it all 

 

We are the sons of Confederate Veterans  

We wear the grey with southern pride 

In honor of our brave forefathers 

Who went to battle who fought and died 

 

Who fought for Dixie  

Who fought and died! 

 

Camp Photos 
 

 

 

 

 
Copatriot Dennis Beckham contemplating what he 

will tell the Camp about the Battle of Fayetteville, 

AR 

 
Talks with White Buffalo provided chili for meeting 

 

More Camp pictures to follow. 
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Camp Leadership 

1
st
 Lt. David Richard Reynolds 

Camp #2270 

Mount Pleasant, Texas 
 

Commander 

Danny ñKidò Tillery 

(903) 717-1593 

dkidtillery@gmail.com 

 

1
st
 Lt. Commander 

Dennis Mack Beckham 

 

2
nd

 Lt. Commander 

David Alan "Dave" Davey 

(903) 817-3702 

captdave1943@gmail.com 

 

Adjutant  

Alvin ñRexò McGee 

(903) 577-3233 

AlvinRexMcGee@hotmail.com 

 

Judge Advocate 

William "Bill" Guy  

(903) 434-3759 

roosterioof@yahoo.com  

 

Quartermaster 

O. M. Adams 

(903) 577-2627 

1toshman@gmail.com 

 

Surgeon 

Jerry Dean Lester 

(702) 806-4191 

jlester747@aol.com 
 

Chaplain 

Shawn Tully 

(903) 563-1097 

marie6925@outlook.com 

 

 

 

 

Color Sergeant 

Charles "Richard" Hess 

(903) 434-9839 

No E-Mail 

 

Historian 

Rodney Glen Love 

(903) 756-7264 

snakemon@aol.com 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Rodney Glen Love 

(903) 756-7264 

snakemon@aol.com 

 

Web Master 
Joe Reynolds 

(903) 575-8791 

Joe.Reynolds@DavidRReynolds.org 

 

 
 

 

 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR  
 

Rodney Glen Love 

305 Florida Street 

Linden, TX  75563-9517  

(903) 756-7264 

snakemon@aol.com 

 

 
 

Opinions expressed by individual writers are their own and do 

not necessarily reflect official positions of the 

1
st
 Lt. David Richard Reynolds Camp #2270. 

Letters and articles may be submitted to: 

snakemon@aol.com  

(Cutoff for articles is 20
th
 of the month) 
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