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COMMANDER’S 

CORNER 

by Larry “Joe” Reynolds 

 

November is here and it’s time to 

get ready for Thanksgiving. As Americans we 

have so many things to be thankful for. Even with 

all the trouble going on in our country, we still 

live in the best country in the world. If you have 

ever been to other countries, you will know what 

I mean! We have freedom, sometimes too much, 

that allows us to worship, own property and so 

many other freedoms, it would be hard to list 

them all. 

 

November is the time that during our Monthly 

Meeting we will elect our officers for the next 

two years. The nominating committee will bring 

a slate of officer-candidates for your 

consideration. These will be just that, candidates. 

We will entertain nominations for all offices from 

the floor. If there is an office that you would like 

to seek, please let it be known. We need each of 

you to get involved in the leadership of Our 

Camp. If you are not sure about an office, there 

will be someone to step up and help you. Don’t 

be afraid of failing, we won’t let you. 

 

During next meeting I would like to also bring the 

following items before the camp for your 

consideration: 

1.  Purchase of a Canopy for the use during 

outdoor events. 

2. Purchase personalized tri-fold brochures for 

recruiting and information use (1000 for less 

than $200.00 

3. Now that we have successfully raised the 

money for a $1,000.00 donation to the 

Confederate Museum, I would like for us to 

decide what our next Project will be. 

 

I’m looking forward to seeing all of you at our 

November Meeting. 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS

 

Monday, November 20th, 7:00 p.m. 

Refreshments at 6:30 p.m. 

Old Union Community Center 

Hwy 67E, Mount Pleasant, Texas 

Election of Camp Officers  

 

 

DAVIDRREYNOLDS.ORG 

This month the following changes have been made 

to our web site: http://www.davidrreynolds.org 

• I’ve updated our Events page to include all 

known events by the Camp and its members. 

Please let me know when you do anything for 

the SCV, this includes attending other camp 

meeting, public speaking, or even putting 

flags on graves. 

• I’ve updated our Calendar of Events. 
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I’m still looking for biographies of your Confederate 

Ancestor.  Please try to come up with a short bio that 

we can put on-line.  

If you have any suggestions, recommendations or 

comments you can send me an email to: 

Joe.Reynolds@davidrreynolds.org and I promise to 

give it my full consideration. 

 

Our Charge… 
 

"To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we 

will commit the vindication of the cause for 

which we fought. To your strength will be 

given the defense of the Confederate soldier's 

good name, the guardianship of his history, the 

emulation of his virtues, the perpetuation of 

those principles which he loved and which you 

love also, and those ideals which made him 

glorious and which you also cherish."   
 

Lt. General Stephen Dill Lee, Commander General, 

United Confederate Veterans, 

New Orleans, Louisiana April 25, 1906 

 

Remember, it is your duty to see that the true 

history of the South is presented to future 

generations! 

 

 

The Origin of the Thanksgiving Holiday 

We’re all familiar with “the Thanksgiving story,” 

complete with pilgrims, Indians, and a feast. That’s 

nice, but what about the holiday that we celebrate 

each November – how did that officially recognized 

observance come to be? J. Stephen Conn at The 

Confederate Digest tells us what the Northern history 

books neglect to point out. This is from a post on 

Confederate Digest: 

During the Thanksgiving season, we often hear that 

the first national Thanksgiving Proclamation was 

given by Abraham Lincoln in Washington, D.C. on 

October 3, 1863. What the northern history books fail 

to mention is that Lincoln, bowing to political 

pressure, copied the President of the Confederate 

States of America. Jefferson Davis actually had made 

the first national Proclamation of Thanksgiving two 

years earlier in Richmond, Virginia. Here it Is: 

Proclamation of Thanksgiving, 1861 

by President Jefferson Davis 

WHEREAS, it hath pleased Almighty God, the 

Sovereign Disposer of events, to protect and defend 

us hitherto in our conflicts with our enemies as to be 

unto them a shield. 

And whereas, with grateful thanks we recognize His 

hand and acknowledge that not unto us, but unto 

Him, belongeth the victory, and in humble 

dependence upon His almighty strength, and trusting 

in the justness of our purpose, we appeal to Him that 

He may set at naught the efforts of our enemies, and 

humble them to confusion and shame. 

Now therefore, I, Jefferson Davis, President of the 

Confederate States, in view of impending conflict, do 

hereby set apart Friday, the 15th day of November, 

as a day of national humiliation and prayer, and do 

hereby invite the reverend clergy and the people of 

these Confederate States to repair on that day to their 

homes and usual places of public worship, and to 

implore blessing of Almighty God upon our people, 

that he may give us victory over our enemies, 

preserve our homes and altars from pollution, and 

secure to us the restoration of peace and prosperity. 

Given under hand and seal of the Confederate States 

at Richmond, this the 31st day of October, year of 

our Lord, one thousand eight hundred and sixty-one. 

By the President, 

JEFFERSON DAVIS 

Source: Stephen Clay McGehee, 

mailto:Joe.Reynolds@davidrreynolds.org
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RECRUITING AND INFORMATION 

BOOTH 

 

On Saturday, October 28th, the 1st Lt. David Richard 

Reynolds Camp set up a recruiting and information 

booth at the Fall Fest in Omaha, Texas.  This being 

our first attempt, I don’t mind telling you that I was 

nervous and concerned that it might be a total flop.  

Well, it was a success.  My thanks to 1st Lt. 

Commander Rex McGee, Chaplain Michael Mars 

and 5th Brigade 2nd Lt. Commander George Linton 

for helping to man the booth.   

Disregarding the fact that it was the first cold day of 

the year and we set up at 7:30 in 34-degree weather, 

we were able to generate some solid leads on 

recruiting several new members. We also managed 

to bring in some donations for the Upshur County 

Patriots Camp by selling some raffle tickets for a 

1851 Navy Confederate .44 caliber Black Powder 

replica pistol that they are raffling off. In fact, we 

even got to teach a little history to some Yankees. 

 

"We feel that our cause is just and holy; we protest 

solemnly in the face of mankind that we desire peace 

at any sacrifice save that of honour and 

independence; we ask no conquest, no 

aggrandizement, no concession of any kind from the 

States with which we were lately confederated; all 

we ask is to be let alone; that those who never held 

power over us shall not now attempt our subjugation 

by arms." 

President Jefferson Davis - April 29, 1861 

 

THE BRAVERY OF TEXANS 

This article was taken from: 

confederate.ultimateflags.com 

 

 

The bravery of Texans was established long 

ago.  Most Americans know the story of the Alamo, 

defended without surrender, literally down to the last 

man.  It is also true that the most decorated combat 

soldier during World War II was a Texan:  Audie 

Murphy was not only awarded the Congressional 

Medal of Honor, but all four of the Army’s top 

awards for valor – three of them repeatedly. 

 
General John Bell Hood 

http://confederate.ultimateflags.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Lt._Gen._John_B._Hood-2.jpg
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In researching the history of flags, I spend a lot of 

time reading copies of original documents.  Those 

records have more than their share of stories about 

Texans.   I’m going to give you a couple from the 

Civil War. 

The first is an event on May 7th, 1861, at Elthem’s 

Landing on the York River in Virginia.  Had to do 

with General John Bell Hood, a legendary 

name.  Seems that Union Gen. McClellan had been 

trying to get to Confederate General Johnston’s 

troops to engage them when they were 

vulnerable.  By the 7th of May Johnston was secure 

enough from serious harm, but his supply train was 

still at risk.  He sent Hood’s Brigade to ensure the 

supplies remained safe from attack. 

Anyway, a force of a few thousand federals 

disembarked from river gunboats.  Now Johnston’s 

orders to Hood were, “…feel the enemy gently and 

fall back, avoiding an engagement, and draw them 

away from the protection of their 

gunboats…”  Hood, however, found the federals 

away from the protection of their gunboats.  So, he 

attacked, and ended up driving them back a mile or 

two until they were again under the protection of the 

boats.  Hood’s Texans killed or wounded 300 and 

captured 126. The Texans loss was 37 killed or 

wounded. 

We have this report of a later exchange between 

General Joseph E. Johnston and General Hood: 

Johnston: “General Hood, you have given an 

illustration of the Texas idea of feeling the enemy 

gently and falling back. What would you Texans have 

done, sir, if I had ordered you to charge and drive 

back the enemy?” 

Hood: “I suppose, general, they would have driven 

them into the river and tried to swim out and capture 

the gunboats.” 

Small wonder Hood and his brigade of Texans are so 

well-known today. 

Bear with me through another story that I like.  If you 

are a Civil War buff you may have heard the quote, 

but I bet you have never seen the full paragraph from 

the source, or the background on it. 

 
Wolseley 

 

One of the most popular British generals of the 

nineteenth century was Garnet Wolseley (1833-

1913).  In 1861 Wolseley – then a colonel – was sent 

to Canada.  Union forces had taken two Confederate 

diplomats from a British ship, and his assignment 

was to help prepare for a possible war with the 

Union.  Wolseley decided to travel to the South, 

where he visited Robert E. Lee.  Wolseley wrote 

about his trip in an article, “A Month’s Visit to the 

Confederate Headquarters,” published in a British 

magazine in 1863. 

This much we definitely know about Wolseley’s 

visit, but the colonel is often stated to be the man 

described in the famous statement below.  The quote 

is from a book entitled Hood’s Texas Brigade, 

written by Joseph Benjamin Polley and published in 

1910.  Polley was battle-hardened himself, wounded 

at the battle of Gaines Mills in 1862, and losing his 

right foot near Richmond in October, 1864.  He later 

became an attorney and writer.  Here is what we find 

on page 239 of Hood’s Texas Brigade: 

“In the matter of dress, as above indicated, the First 

Texans were neither dudes nor dandies. Their 

fondness for and frequent indulgence in games of 

cards, naturally had a disastrous effect upon the 

seats of their trousers. One day when the army was 

marching from Sharpsburg (Maryland) toward the 

Rapidan (river in Virginia), General Lee and a 

distinguished English guest sat on their horses by the 

http://confederate.ultimateflags.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/General_Sir_Garnet_Wolseley_by_Herbert_Rose_Barraud-2.jpg
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roadside — Lee naming the commands by States as 

they passed, and the Englishman observant and 

critical, his look, that of admiration. As the First 

Texas filed by, though, the look changed to one of 

derision, and noting it, General Lee said : ‘ Never 

mind their raggedness. Colonel— the enemy never 

sees the backs of my Texans.’ ” 

(Continued Next Month) 

 

 

 

Jonathan Keith 

Private 

Company F, 18th Texas Infantry 

 

 
 

Jonathan Keith was the son of Warren and Margaret 

Keith, and was born November 5, 1837 in Knox Co., 

Indiana.  The Keith family came to Texas in 1846 

and settled north of Cookville, Titus County, Texas. 

He was married to Mary Jane Hargis in 1859 and 

they were the parents of nine children.  Jonathan 

Keith served in Company F, Texas Regiment, 18th 

Infantry, CSA, in the Civil War, along with three of 

his brothers, Jacob, Oliver and Charles, all three of 

which died during the war.   Along with being a 

Confederate veteran he was also a Ginner. Jonathan 

Keith's wife ran a hotel at Cookville.  Keith died 

November 30, 1920 in Cookville, Titus Co., TX.  

 

 

 

OUR PLEDGES 

 
PLEDGE TO THE U.S. 

FLAG: 

 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag 

of the United States of 

America, And to the republic for which it 

stands, One nation, under God, indivisible, With 

liberty and justice for all. 

 

PLEDGE TO THE TEXAS 

FLAG: 

 

Honor the Texas Flag; I pledge 

allegiance to thee Texas, one state under God, 

one and indivisible. 
 

 

SALUTE TO THE 

CONFEDERATE FLAG: 

 

I salute the Confederate Flag 

With affection, reverence, and 

Undying devotion to the cause for which it 

stands. 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES 

& OTHER IMPORTANT DATES 
 

November 14th – Dave Davey 

November 10th – Keesie Reynolds

 

LAST CAMP MEETING 

Although our speaker did not show up at our last 

meeting, we did have a very productive and 

enjoyable time conducting Camp Business. 
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We also swore in our newest member, Michael 

Hayden Simpson. 

 
Commander Joe Reynolds administers the Oath of 

Enlistment to Compatriot Michael Simpson, assisted 

By 1st Lt. Commander Rex McGee 

 

BATTLES FOUGHT DURING THE 

MONTH OF NOVEMBER 

 

Battle of Belmont - Belmont Missouri 

7 November 1861 - General Leonidas Polk verses 

General Ulysses S. Grant. Casualties: 642 

Confederate, 607 Union! 

Battle of Kelly's Ford and Rappahannock Bridge 

- Kelly's Ford and Rappahannock Bridge 

Virginia 

7 November 1863 - General Robert E. Lee verses 

General Robert Segwick. Casualties: 2023 

Confederate, 419 Union! 

Battle of Chattanooga - Chattanooga Tennessee 

{Lookout Mountain and Missionary Ridge} 

23-25 November 1863 - General Braxton Bragg 

verses General Grant and Thomas. Casualties: 6667 

Confederate, 5824 Union!  

Battle of Honey Hill - Honey Hill South Carolina 

30 November 1864 - General Gustavus W. Smith 

verses General John P. Hatch. Casualties: 50 

Confederates, 711 Union! 

Battle of Franklin - Franklin Tennessee 

30 November 1864 - General John Bell Hood verses 

General John M. Schofield. Casualties: 6252 

Confederates, 2326 Union! 

 
AMERICA, HOW SHOULD WE 

REMEMBER THIS SOLDIER? 

 
Photo of Elijah Morrison from Mobile Register article 

from April 17, 1999 - Photo Courtesy of James Burrell 

 

Elijah Morrison had a small farm in the shadow of 

the Blue Ridge Mountains, outside the rural 

community of Talking Rock, Georgia. 

It was beautiful country. Good soil, clean water, and 

the woods were heavy with game. It was the type of 

place a man would fight to stay, not leave to fight. 

But by the winter of 1862 the war had drained most 

of the young men from the county and calls for more 

volunteers came daily. 

"To Arms! To Arms!" read the recruiting posters. 

"Rally Young Men! To War!" 
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Elijah was hesitant. At 36, he was older than most 

who initially joined, and he was bound to the land, a 

poor farmer who worked it alone, and food was 

becoming scarce. He would have to leave his wife, 

Esther, to run the farm alone with their three children 

- 12-year old Julia, 11-year old Emma, and his son, 

7-year old Montgomery. 

Politicians said the war would be over by then, 

anyway. But it was now nearing its 20th month and 

the newspapers told of horrific battles in places like 

Shiloh, Manassas, and Sharpsburg. The death toll 

kept rising and the call to arms kept sounding. Many 

of his friends had already answered, and the Union 

Army kept marching closer, ever closer, to Georgia. 

So finally, on his 37th birthday - December 1, 1862 

- Elijah bid a sad farewell to Esther and his children 

and walked off to enlist in the 36th Regiment, 

Georgia Infantry. 

If it's any consolation (and it's not), Elijah's was a 

short war. 

With little training and few supplies, his regiment 

marched across Tennessee and joined the ranks of the 

Army of Mississippi. Within three-months of leaving 

home, Elijah found himself part of the force 

defending Vicksburg, a fortress-like city that 

commanded the last Confederate-held portion of the 

Mississippi River.  

Elijah's first taste of war came on May 16 at the 

hands of Major General Ulysses S. Grant, who sent 

the Army of Mississippi fleeing behind the city's 

many fortifications. 

The Siege of Vicksburg had begun, and it was a poor 

thing. Already low on stocks and weakened, those 

trapped inside the city were quickly down to eating 

mules, dogs, cats, and even rats. Clean water was 

rare, and medicine nonexistent. 

In the middle of all this, Elijah managed to have a 

letter smuggled to Esther. 

He told her how slow the army's march had been, 

how distant the soldiers felt from their generals, and 

about when to plant crops and who in town would 

give a good price for the coming harvest.   

"Such eating we get here isn't fit for a dog," he also 

wrote. "I don't like this place at all." 

He wouldn't be staying much longer. 

The siege ended when Confederate forces 

surrendered on July 4th, but relief didn't come 

quickly enough to Elijah. Sickness, starvation, and 

dehydration had left him near death. He and others 

like him were ferried down river to New Orleans and 

then on to the many makeshift hospitals dotting the 

coastline from Louisiana to Florida. 

Elijah was let off at Point Clear, along the eastern 

shore of Mobile Bay, and carried inside the hospital 

that had once been the Grand Hotel.   

Sometime later, Esther received a letter from a 

hospital volunteer named Mrs. E.A. Scott of Mobile. 

"The boat came loaded with sick and wounded which 

brought your husband to this place," she wrote. "He 

was almost dead when they brought him here." 

She then detailed Elijah's final days, writing, "he 

assured me that he was ready to live or die as the 

Lord's will might, but his only regret was leaving his 

family." 

Elijah died on July 23, 1863, just under eight months 

after enlisting. Trenches were hastily dug in nearby 

Point Clear Cemetery, and his body was placed in a 

mass grave with approximately 300 other soldiers 

from the Vicksburg campaign. 

"There was so many sick and so few to do anything 

that marking graves was neglected," Mrs. Scott 

wrote. 

Esther grieved and kept the letter close for her entire 

life. She remained in Talking Rock and lived to be 

88-years old, but never remarried. Julia and 

Montgomery stayed in Georgia while Emma moved 

to Haskell County, Texas. All were married and had 

children. 
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Elijah's descendants are now spread across the 

country, from Florida to California, and have become 

businessmen, teachers, doctors, pastors, farmers, and 

attorneys, even politicians. One of his grandsons 

served in the U.S. Navy during World War I, and two 

of his great-grandsons served in World War II, one 

receiving two Bronze Stars. 

His descendants have helped build, and defend, our 

nation. 

Elijah Morrison would lie under unmarked earth for 

136-years until members of a nearby camp of the 

Sons of Confederate Veterans used ground-

penetrating radar to successfully map the precise 

location of the mass graves in Point Clear. 

My story about their efforts ran in a January 1999 

edition of the Mobile Register and was republished 

across the South. It found its way into the newspaper 

serving Adairsville, Ga., just 30-miles from Talking 

Rock. There, Elijah's great-great grandson, James 

Burrell, read the article and knew this must be the 

same "Point Clear" that the nurse mentioned in the 

letter, now a treasured family heirloom. 

Records were checked and verified, and a stone 

marker supplied by the U.S. Department of Veterans 

Affairs was finally set above Elijah's final resting 

place.  

Elijah Morrison was a farmer. He was a husband. He 

was a father. And, for a brief time, he was a soldier. 

He went when he was called, did his duty as best he 

could, and then died a miserable, lonely death, 

leaving behind a widow and three orphans to struggle 

through Reconstruction alone. 

His story wasn't unique. 

Children and grandchildren who never knew where 

their loved ones were buried eventually erected 

memorials across the South, like the one outside of 

the Madison County Courthouse in Huntsville that 

protestors recently demanded be removed, and the 

one at a downtown park in Birmingham that the 

mayor just had covered with plywood. You may have 

seen the one in Durham, N.C., hauled down and 

smashed to pieces earlier this month. 

Is this how Americans remember dead soldiers? 

These aren't statues of Jefferson Davis or Robert E. 

Lee. They're memorials to simple soldiers and 

sailors, many of whom lie in unmarked graves, and 

by now we should be able to separate them, as men, 

from the cause for which they fought. 

Say what you want about the politicians and generals 

who led him, but Elijah Morrison and those like him 

deserve to be remembered and honored. 

Anything less and we forget who we are, and 

dishonor ourselves. 

 

 

Brother SCV Compatriots, 

After King Solomon's death (King David's son), 

there was a dividing of the nation of Israel. The ten 

northern tribes tore away from the southern tribes of 

Judah and Benjamin.  

The northern kingdom took the 

name "Israel," which was led 

by a wicked king by the name 

of Jeroboam. Israel unraveled 

morally and spiritually into a 

low estate. The southern 

kingdom became known as 

"Judah." It retained Jerusalem 

as its capital and religious 

center and the lineage of David 

for its kings.  
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As stated, the northern kingdom of Israel descended 

rapidly into depravity until 722 B.C., when it was 

overrun and assimilated by the Assyrians.  

The destruction of Israel should have been a wake-

up call to jar the southern kingdom of Judah into 

returning back to God. The prophets of God sounded 

out warnings of coming judgment, but no one 

seemed to listen (Isaiah 39:6-7). 

 Jerusalelm fell to 

Nebuchadnezzar in 

605 B.C. (2 Kings 

24:1; 2 Chronicles 

36:6). The king 

deported his Jewish 

hostages to Babylon in 

597 B.C. and 587 B.C. 

Four of the brightest 

young men that the 

Jews had to offer, 

Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, were taken 

in the deportation.  

According to Daniel 1:4, the king had a plan to 

retrain these young men, as well as several others just 

like them. They would teach them the language of 

the Chaldeans, as well as submerge them into 

Chaldean literature. It would be a three-year training 

course for these gifted young men. They would teach 

them astronomy, astrology, religion, and many other 

things regarding their culture. Daniel and his three 

friends would be educated in a very sophisticated-

pagan environment.  

the indoctrination of these young men into 

Babylonian culture was by design. Nebuchadnezzar 

didn't want to simply educate them, he wanted to 

disengage them from their previovus cultural 

conditioning and transform them into full-fledged 

Babylonians.  

To assimilate them into the Chaldean culture, 

Nebuchadnezzar demanded that their Hebrew names 

be replaced with various Babylonian gods (Daniel 

1:6-7).  

I like what the scripture says in Daniel 1:8. "Daniel 

purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself 

with the portion of the king's delicacies, nor with the 

wine which he drank."  

Daniel was confronted with severe pressure to 

compromise his beliefs and convictions. Daniel and 

his friends refused to give in and forget their beliefs 

and their heritage. They would not allow themselves 

to be changed by the pagan society in which they 

lived.  

When Joshua and the Jewish people were crossing 

the Jordan into the Promise Land, he instructed the 

leaders to establish a stone memorial to remember 

their time in slavery, their history, their heritage, and 

where God had brought them. He said, "In the years 

ahead when our young people ask us what this 

memorial means, remind them of their history. 

Remind them of their heritage. Remind them where 

they have come from."  

As a young man, Daniel refused to incorporate into 

their pagan lifestyle. He would not forget Jehovah 

God. He would not forget who he was.  

"If I win the world, but I lose my family, I have lost."  

This secular society in which we live cannot take our 

heritage from us. They cannot rob us of our history. 

As Southern men and descendants of the 

Confederacy, we must win our children and our 

grandchildren. This they cannot stop!  

If we become the last generation then we die!  

Let us carry on the truth of Stonewall, Lee, and 

Davis. 

God Bless Dixie. 

Don Majors  

Chaplain 

Texas Division, SCV 

confederategiraffe@gmail.com 

 

 
 

mailto:confederategiraffe@gmail.com
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"Any people anywhere, being inclined and having 

the power, have the right to rise up and shake off the 

existing government, and form a new one that suits 

them better. This is a most valuable, a most sacred 

right -- a right which we hope and believe is to 

liberate the world. Nor is this right confined to cases 

in which the whole people of an existing government 

may choose to exercise it. Any portion of such 

people, that can, may revolutionize, and make their 

own of so much of the territory as they inhabit.' 

Abraham Lincoln, January 12, 1848 

This is from a speech in Congress (If I'm not 

mistaken 13 states did this and a war was waged 

against them, now ain't that something.) 

 

 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
 

Larry “Joe” Reynolds 

1007 Stone Shore Street 

Mount Pleasant, TX  75455-7487 

(903) 717-8608 

Joe.Reynolds@DavidRReynolds.org 

 

 
 

 
Opinions expressed by individual writers are their own and do 

not necessarily reflect official positions of the 

1st Lt. David Richard Reynolds Camp #2270. 

Letters and articles may be submitted to: 

Joe.Reynolds@davidrreynolds.org 

(Cutoff for articles is 15th of the month) 
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