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COMMANDER’S 

CORNER 

by Larry “Joe” Reynolds 

 

Compatriots, as we approach this 

4th of July weekend, I send greetings.  Although 

we are an organization dedicated to the 

preservation of our Southern Heritage and to 

honoring our Confederate Ancestors, we should 

take some time to consider the 4th of July and its 

significance to our lives. 

   

Many in this country will enjoy the holiday 

weekend because they are off work without 

regard to why we celebrate the 4th.  It’s just a 

holiday where we can go to the lake or have a 

cookout at home.   Sadly, far too many don’t have 

a clue as to the significance of the 4th of July.  

 

Watching television, we laugh when comedians 

and news reporters interview people on the street 

and they quite seriously can’t identify the current 

President, much less the first.  These are the same 

people that have no concept of the history of this 

Country.  In fact, they make me look like a 

genius.  That aside, we need to take every 

opportunity to review, compare, and demonstrate 

the actions that led to the Colonies declaring 

independence.  It is those same issues that 

brought about the secession of the States, the 

declaring of independence and subsequently 

another war. 

     

The values that our Colonial Ancestors so prized 

were the same values that our Confederate 

Ancestors held most dear.  We should celebrate 

the 4th of July and the ideals that it represents as 

did our Confederate forbears.   

 

UPCOMING EVENTS

 

Monday, July 17th, 7:00 p.m. 

Refreshments at 6:30 p.m. 

Old Union Community Center 

Hwy 67E, Mount Pleasant, Texas 

Program: Mark Vogl 

Battle of Chancellorsville 

 

4th OF JULY PARADE 

July 1st, 2017 

Ore City, Texas 

Muster at 10:00 a.m. – Parade at 11:00 a.m. 

 

2017 NATIONAL REUNION 

July 18th – 23rd, 2016 

Sheraton Downtown Hotel 

250 N. Main Street 

Memphis, TN 38103 

See www.scvmemphis2017.org for full details. 

 

DAVIDRREYNOLDS.ORG 

This month the following changes have been made 

to our web site: http://www.davidrreynolds.org 

• I’ve updated our Events page to include all 

known events by the Camp and its members.  

• I’ve updated our Calendar of Events. 

I’m still looking for biographies of your Confederate 

Ancestor.  Please try to come up with a short bio that 

we can put on-line.  

If you have any suggestions, recommendations or 

comments you can send me an email to: 
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Joe.Reynolds@davidrreynolds.org and I promise to 

give it my full consideration. 

Our Charge… 
 

"To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we 

will commit the vindication of the cause for 

which we fought. To your strength will be 

given the defense of the Confederate soldier's 

good name, the guardianship of his history, the 

emulation of his virtues, the perpetuation of 

those principles which he loved and which you 

love also, and those ideals which made him 

glorious and which you also cherish."   
 

Lt. General Stephen Dill Lee, Commander General, 

United Confederate Veterans, 

New Orleans, Louisiana April 25, 1906 

 

Remember, it is your duty to see that the true 

history of the South is presented to future 

generations! 

 

 

 

Ransom Marion Pruett 

Private 

55th Alabama Infantry 

 
Ransom Marion Pruett, son of Ansel Beddington 

Pruett and Agnes Rebecca Heaton, was horn January 

04, 1827 in DeKalb County, Georgia, and died July 

16, 1907 in Shreveport, Louisiana. He married (1) 

Harriett Elizabeth Pruitt on October 08, 1816 in 

Talladega County, Alabama, daughter of Tillman 

Dixon Pruitt and Diannah Hillsman Farrar. He 

married (2) Sevilla E. Hayley on August 15. 1885 in 

Delta County, Texas. 

Ransom was the sixth of the eleven children of Ansel 

and Agnes. Ansel had learned the blacksmith trade 

from a large plantation owner for whom he had 

worked for about five years in Pendleton, South 

Carolina. The family moved to DeKalb County, 

Georgia, near Cross Keys by 1823 where Ansel 

established his own blacksmith shop. Ransom, like 

his siblings, grew up working on the family farm 

along with the slaves owned by his father. 

Sometimes he helped his father in the blacksmith 

shop and learned a lot about that work. By 1830 the 

Pruett family, including Ransom's elderly great 

grandfather, David Pruett lived in Gwinnett County, 

Georgia. About 1834 Ansel and Agnes moved their 

family to Talladega County, Alabama when Ransom 

was eight years old. 

In 1846, Ransom was curious about what was on the 

other side of the Choccoloco River in Talladega 

County, Alabama. He rode his horse and swam it 

across the river and found on the other side another 

family by the name of Pruitt with "the prettiest red 

haired girl" he'd ever seen. The family of Tillman 

Dixon Pruitt and his wife Diannah Hillsman Farrar 

Pruitt had also once lived near Cross Keys. Georgia. 

Neither family knew enough about their heritage to 

identify a common Pruitt ancestor. Ransom 19, fell 

in love with and married the pretty red-haired 

Harriett Elizabeth Pruitt 18, in October 1846. 

Ransom and Harriett established a home in the 

northeast corner of Talladega County, near 

Coldwater and Oxford. They were hard workers and 

thrifty and soon owned their own farm in the 

mountains, and eventually three additional farms that 

they rented out. By 1848 Ransom and Harriett were 

the parents of two sons, John Perry and William 

Andrew. They became parents of their first daughter, 

Serena Almantha in 1853, son Francis Marion in 

1857, and Martha Ann in 1860, and they were all 

listed together in the Talladega County, Alabama 

census in 1860 living on their mountain farm. 

When the Civil War began in 1861 life changed 

forever for the family. Harriett endured many 

hardships during the war while Ransom was away 

serving the Confederacy, and he returned changed by 

his experiences. Hansom enlisted for service in the 

Confederate Army on June 9, 1861 in Jackson 

County, Alabama and was discharged July I, 1864 in 

Talladega County, He served with the 55th Alabama 

Infantry under Capt. Bouy in Talladega County.  One 

mailto:Joe.Reynolds@davidrreynolds.org
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time while he was assigned to conscription service, a 

fellow southerner, who was trying to evade 

conscription, shot at Ransom as he rode up to the 

mans' place. The man then turned to run and Ransom 

shot him in the back, right at the cross of his trousers 

suspenders. He fell dead.  Ransom off his his horse 

and turned the man over, whose dead eyes stared him 

in the face. Ransom said that killing worried him the 

remainder of his life. So far as he knew that was the 

only person he killed during the war, but in battle he 

may have killed others. 

At the close of the war, the fences of Ransom and 

Harriett's four farms had all been destroyed and all of 

their livestock had been taken. Ransom decided to 

sell out and move to Texas where Harriett's brother 

William Malone Truitt had been living since 1858. 

They sold their mountain farm to Ransom's sister 

Olive and her husband Jack Cline. The agreement 

was that Jack and Olive could live there and pay it 

off later. Jack Cline paid the taxes on Ransom and 

Harriett's farm for three years and then took title to 

it, which was legal, but he never paid Ransom a 

dime. 

Early in December 1867 Ransom age 41, Harriett 40, 

and their youngest children. Serena Almantha 14. 

Francis Marion 9, Martha Ann 7, Genns Anchel, and 

Thomas Jefferson 2, along with their two married 

sons, left Alabama and set out on what would 

become a 27 month long covered wagon journey to 

east Texas. Son John Perry 20, and his wife Mary 

Jane with William Andrew 17, and his wife Nancy 

Parrish, sister of Mary Jane, rode in one wagon, 

while Ransom, Harriett and the five younger children 

rode together in the second wagon.  Both Pruett sons 

and their wives were grieving over the recent losses 

of each of their first-born children. 

The travelers became water bound near HolIy 

Springs, Mississippi and had to stay there a few 

weeks waiting for the Mississippi River bottom to 

dry enough for them to travel. Mary Jane Parrish 

Pruett related in her memoir to daughter Addle. who 

wrote, that: 'They finally got to a place in Arkansas 

known as Grand Prairie, but too late to rent land and 

make a crop in 1868. They were all sick with malaria 

chills and travel was slow and only at intervals. The 

men got work in fields and forests. as they could." 

By the beginning of 1869, they stopped and rented 

land three miles cast of the center of Little Rock, 

Arkansas to farm in the bottom land of the Arkansas 

River. While they lived there for the year, most of the 

sleeping was done in the covered wagons, and most 

cooking done outside of whatever they had in the 

way of a small house or houses. Harriett 41, gave 

birth to her eighth and final child in a covered wagon 

in Arkansas. The new daughter, Mary Jane. was 

named after their daughter-in-law, but was always 

called Molly. 

After the crops were all gathered, they traveled to the 

south edge of Sulphur Springs in Hopkins County 

Texas, arriving in the spring of 1870. Ransom and 

Harriett with John Perry and Mary Jane rented a farm 

from Curl Criss four miles northwest of Sulphur 

Springs. Both families lived in the same house. 

During 1871, they rented farm land from Tom 

Gluver about 12 miles north of Sulphur Springs, on 

Burk's Creek, and again they all lived together. 

(Ransom Marion Pruett is the 4th Great Grandfather of 

our new Cadet Member, Seth Clark) 

 

BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES 

& OTHER IMPORTANT DATES 
 

July 7th – James Robert Reynolds 

July 3rd – Talks With White Buffalo and Mariann 

July 23rd – Ollie Marshall Adams, Jr. and Karen 

July 13th –  This day in 1821 General Nathan 

Bedford Forrest was born. 
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SEVEN CIVIL WAR STORIES YOU 

DIDN'T LEARN IN HIGH SCHOOL 
 

For many American historians, the Civil War is the 

climax in the story of how the United States came to 

be what it is today. But it's also a source of some 

bizarre and surprisingly cool trivia.  I’ll bring you 

one each month. 

6. MARK TWAIN FIRED ONE SHOT AND 

THEN LEFT 

 

At least, that's what he claimed in "The Private 

History of a Campaign that Failed," a semi-fictional 

short story published in 1885, after The Adventures 

of Huckleberry Finn, but before A Connecticut 

Yankee in King Arthur's Court. In it, he recounts a 

whopping two weeks spent in 1861 with a 

Confederate militia in Marion County, Missouri. But 

he introduces the tale by saying that even the people 

who enlisted at the start of the war, and then left 

permanently, "ought at least be allowed to state why 

they didn't do anything and also to explain the 

process by which they didn't do anything. Surely this 

kind of light must have some sort of value." 

Twain writes that there were fifteen men in the rebel 

militia, the "Marion Rangers," and he was the second 

lieutenant, even though they had no first lieutenant. 

After Twain's character shoots and kills a Northern 

horseback rider, he is overwhelmed by the sensation 

of being a murderer, "that I had killed a man, a man 

who had never done me any harm. That was the 

coldest sensation that ever went through my 

marrow." However, his grief is slightly eased by the 

realization that six men had fired their guns, and only 

one had been able to hit the moving target. 

 

LAST CAMP MEETING 

I would like to thank everyone for the wonderful Birthday 

surprise at our last meeting.  We all had a wonderful time 

and it’s always a pleasure when so many distinguished 

visitors show up. 

It was great giving out the well-earned awards and sharing 

in the awards won by our camp at the Texas Division 

Reunion was the highlight of the night for me. 

 

I want to also thank Steve Austin for the informative 

program on Pro-active measures to guard our monuments. 

 

 

 

NEW THEORY - WHERE IS THE 

CONFEDERATE GOLD? 
by Dixie Heritage 

The whereabouts of the Confederate treasury have 

been a mystery since the end of the War, but two 

West Michigan men believe they've solved it. They 

are putting forward their own theory, one that feels 

like a real life "National Treasure" movie in which 

many seemingly unrelated events are brought 

together into one narrative. At the center of it is 

Muskegon, Michigan's most generous philanthropist. 

Charles H. Hackley, a lumber baron, is arguably the 

Lake Michigan community's most influential 

historical figure. Although he has been dead for more 
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than 100 years, his name lives on through his many 

gifts to the community, including Hackley Park, 

Hackley Public Library, Hackley Hospital and the 

Hackley Administration Building. 

Yet, Hackley's legacy contains a mystery of its own. 

When he died in 1905, his net worth was about $10 

million, or $261 million in today's dollars, according 

to the Hackley and Hume papers at Michigan State 

University. 

But a biography Hackley authorized in 1899, in 

which he gave notes to author Lois Haight, says that 

he earned $3 million in his lifetime. What accounts 

for the gap? 

The difference is found in Confederate Gold, say 

Kevin Dykstra and Brad Richards. And they say 

they've done the research to prove it. 

"We really think this is breaking news in history," 

Richards said. 

Michigan historian Larry Massie said there were 

rumors that President Jefferson Davis had the entire 

Confederate treasury with him while fleeing the 

Union Army but they've been "pretty well proven" 

not to be true. Dykstra and Richards' theory starts 

with the assumption that the treasury, in gold and 

silver, was with Davis. 

Massie lives in Allegan County, the home of Lt. Col. 

Benjamin Pritchard, the man who led the Michigan 

4th Cavalry that captured Davis. 

The Confederate Gold in West Michigan theory is 

150 years in the making 

Some key dates involving the Confederate Gold and 

Charles Hackley are listed. 

So who is right? Did the Confederate Gold end up 

into the hands of Charles H. Hackley? 

"In a project like this, the research always is 

paramount," Dykstra said. "If it's not documented, 

it's just two crazy guys talking. I've always told 

people, if it's easier to believe that we're just crazy, 

then believe that. If you believe that the research ... 

is strong, then we have totally solved it. And that's 

where we're at." 

Davis is captured 

The story begins with the capture of Jefferson Davis 

on May 10, 1865, in Irwinville, Ga., officially ending 

the War. 

Twenty-three hours prior to the capture, the U.S. War 

Department recorded that the Davis party was 

traveling with $10 million in gold, valued at $142 

million today's dollars. 

When Pritchard and his men arrived, there was no 

gold. No one has been able to say for sure what 

happened to it - but Dykstra and Richards are 

convinced the gold was nearby. 

Michigan cavalry captured Confederate President 

Jefferson Davis this week in 1865 

It was May 10, 1865 when the unit commanded by 

the Allegan native captured the he fugitive Jefferson 

Davis 

Davis was captured with eight wagons and 25 to 30 

mules, Dykstra said he found in War Department 

records.  

Sixteen mules would have been needed to pull eight 

wagons, he said. Twenty-eight mules would have 

been sufficient for 14 wagons.  

"Everybody has overlooked that for years," Dykstra 

said. "I worked with mules, they're not fun - you don't 

take any extra."  

Dykstra says that is proof that six wagons were 

missing, and located nearby. He believes they were 

full of gold, and hidden in the woods. 

(Continued next month) 
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SEVENTH Texas 
Infantry Regiment  

 

The Seventh Texas Infantry was formed on October 

2, 1861, at Marshall, Texas, nine infantry companies 

were organized into a regiment. The driving force 

behind this organization was John Gregg, a district 

judge from Fairfield, Texas. Gregg had received a 

colonel’s commission and authority to raise an 

infantry regiment. The regiment was sent by train to 

Shreveport and then marched to Memphis, 

Tennessee. By November 10, 1861, the regiment was 

at Hopkinsville, Kentucky, where they were 

mustered into Confederate service as the Seventh 

Texas Volunteer Infantry Regiment. The lieutenant 

colonel of the regiment was Jeremiah M. Clough, 

previously, the district attorney of Harrison County. 

The major was Hiram Bronson Granbury, formerly a 

Texas Ranger and chief justice of McLennan County. 

The regiment suffered severely due to inclement 

weather in Hopkinsville, and by mid-February 1862, 

more than 130 men had died of disease. On February 

9, 1862, the Seventh marched to Clarksville, 

Tennessee, and by February 13, 1862, arrived at Fort 

Donelson on the Cumberland River. Two days of 

fighting ensued, in which the regiment lost twenty 

killed and forty wounded. Among the killed was 

Lieutenant Colonel Clough. On February 16, 1862, 

the garrison of Fort Donelson surrendered to Ulysses 

S. Grant, including the balance of the Seventh Texas; 

however, many of the men escaped and served with 

Terry’s Texas Rangers or with the Ninth Texas 

Infantry. 

More than 300 officers and men of the Seventh Texas 

were sent north to prisons, where sixty-five of them 

died. In September 16, 1862, they were exchanged at 

Vicksburg, Mississippi. The next few months were 

spent at Port Hudson, where the regiment was 

stationed. The Seventh Texas was so reduced in 

numbers that it was consolidated with the Forty-ninth 

and Fifty-fifth Tennessee regiments, which had also 

been captured at Fort Donelson. 

Colonel Gregg was promoted to brigadier general 

effective August 29, 1862. Major Granbury was 

promoted to colonel. William L. Moody, a merchant 

from Fairfield, was promoted to lieutenant colonel, 

and Khleber M. Van Zandt, a young lawyer from 

Marshall, was promoted to major. 

The regiment received enough recruits in January 

and February 1863 to regain its own regimental 

status and was placed in Brigadier General Gregg’s 

brigade, which also contained the Third, Tenth, 

Thirtieth, Forty-first and Fiftieth Tennessee 

regiments; the First Tennessee Battalion; and 

Bledsoe’s Missouri Battery. On May 12, 1863, the 

brigade was sent to Raymond, Mississippi, where the 

Seventh Texas lost 22 killed, 66 wounded, and 70 

captured, out of a total strength of 305, for a loss of 

over 50 percent. Gregg’s brigade had fought so well, 

the Federal commander believed he had been 

attacked by a division. 

In July 1863, the brigade was sent to Jackson, 

Mississippi. Here, Lieutenant Colonel Moody was 

severely wounded and disabled for further field 

service. Afterwards, the brigade was sent to north 

Georgia, where on September 19–20, 1863, the great 

battle of Chickamauga was fought in which the 

Seventh Texas lost 8 killed, 78 wounded, and one 

man captured, out of 177 engaged. The Seventh 

participated in the final charge that drove the Union 

Army from the field into siege at Chattanooga. 

Colonel Gregg was severely wounded at 

Chickamauga but, in a strange twist of fate, was 

rescued by members of Hood’s Texas Brigade. After 

recovering from his wound, Gregg was called upon 

to command the famous brigade in the Army of 

Northern Virginia. General Gregg was killed in battle 

on the Darbytown Road near Richmond in October 

1864. 

After Chickamauga, the Seventh Texas was placed 

in the brigade of James A. Smith, of Maj. Gen. 

Patrick R. Cleburne’s division, which contained the 
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Sixth and Tenth Texas Infantry, and the Fifteenth, 

Seventeenth, Eighteenth, Twenty-fourth, and 

Twenty-fifth Texas Cavalry regiments, dismounted. 

The Seventh would remain in this organization to the 

war’s end. 

On November 25–26, 1863, the battle of Missionary 

Ridge was fought. There, the Seventh Texas helped 

defend the Confederate right. General Smith and his 

second-in-command were both wounded, elevating 

Colonel Granbury to brigade command. After 

Bragg’s center and left collapsed, the army retreated. 

Cleburne’s men occupied the post of honor, the rear 

guard. On November 27, 1863, Cleburne won 

additional glory at the battle of Ringgold Gap. For 

their action in the campaign, Cleburne’s Division 

won the thanks of the Confederate Congress. In 

addition, on February 29, 1864, Colonel Granbury 

was promoted to brigadier general and command of 

the brigade. 

Beginning about May 14, 1864, the Army of 

Tennessee opposed Sherman’s advance on Atlanta. 

Fighting for over 100 days, the Seventh Texas gained 

new glory at places like Pickett’s Mill, Kennesaw 

Mountain, Atlanta, Jonesboro, and Lovejoy’s 

Station. During the campaign, the Seventh Texas lost 

seventeen killed, seventy-six wounded, and seven 

men captured or missing. 

On November 30, 1864, the Seventh fought at 

Franklin, Tennessee. Charging, without the benefit 

of artillery, entrenched Federal positions, the 

Seventh was basically finished as an effective 

fighting force, losing at least eighteen killed, twenty-

five wounded, and twenty-two captured. Brigadier 

General Granbury and Major General Cleburne were 

among the killed. The commander of the Seventh 

Texas, John William Brown, was captured, and at the 

end of the day Capt. Edward Thomas Broughton of 

the Seventh Texas commanded the brigade. 

The Confederates pursued the Federal army to the 

environs of Nashville, where on December 15–16, 

1864, two days of battle ensued. The Seventh Texas 

and the rest of the brigade fought well but were 

forced back and driven from the field, with the rest 

of the army, to Franklin. Two officers were 

wounded, and at least twenty-three members of the 

Seventh Texas, mostly wounded or sick men left at 

Franklin, were captured after the battle. 

After crossing the Tennessee River, the army’s men 

received furloughs. At least one-fourth of the 

Seventh Texas was furloughed. The regiment 

accompanied the Army of Tennessee into the 

Carolinas, where on April 26, 1865, they surrendered 

to Maj. Gen. William T. Sherman. The Seventh 

Texas had two surgeons, six officers, and only fifty-

seven men—a mere fraction of those who had served 

in the regiment. 

After the war, many of the men of the Seventh Texas 

distinguished themselves as business and civic 

leaders, particularly, William L. Moody and K.M. 

Van Zandt. The people of Texas memorialized John 

Gregg, as Gregg County in East Texas is named in 

his honor. Granbury in Hood County is named in 

honor Gen. Hiram B. Granbury. 

The last known survivor of the Seventh Texas was 

Charles W. Trice, of Company A. Trice, who had lost 

an arm at Kennesaw Mountain, died in Lexington, 

North Carolina, on December 1, 1936. 

 

BATTLES FOUGHT DURING THE 

MONTH OF JULY 

 

Battle of Malvern Hill - Malvern Hill Virginia 
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1 July 1862 - General Robert E. Lee verses General 

George B. McClellan. Casualties: 5355 Confederate, 

3214 Union! 

Battle of Gettysburg - Gettysburg Pennsylvania 

1-3 July 1863 - General Robert E. Lee verses General 

George G. Meade. Casualties: 28,063 Confederate, 

23,049 Union! 

Siege of Vicksburg Ends - Vicksburg Surrenders 

- Vicksburg Mississippi 

4 July 1863 - General John C. Pemberton surrenders 

his Confederate Army and thereby the City of 

Vicksburg Mississippi to Union General Ulysses S. 

Grant. Casualties: 39,941 Confederates and 8873 for 

the Union! 

Siege of Port Hudson Ends - Port Hudson 

Surrenders - Port Hudson Louisiana 

26 May - 9 July 1863 - General Franklin Gardner 

surrenders to General Nathaniel P. Bank 

Battle of Monocracy River - Monocracy River 

Maryland 

9 July 1864 - General Jubal A. Early verses General 

Lew Wallace. Casualties: 700 Confederate, 1880 

Union! 

Battle of Rich Mountain - Rich Mountain 

Western Virginia 

11 July 1861 - Colonel John Pegram verses General 

William S. Rescans. Casualties: 600 Confederate, 46 

Union! 

Battle of Tupelo - Tupelo Mississippi 

13-15 July 1864 - General Stephen D. Lee verses 

General Andrew J. Smith. Casualties: 1376 

Confederate, 674 Union! 

Battle of Peach Tree Creek - Peach Tree Creek 

Georgia 

20 July 1864 - General John Bell Hood verses 

General George H. Thomas. Casualties: 2500 

Confederates, 1600 Union! 

First Battle of Manassas - Manassas Virginia 

21 July 1861 - General Joseph E. Johnston, General 

P.G.T. Beauregard verses General Irvin McDowell. 

Casualties: 1981 Confederate, 2645 Union! 

Battle of Atlanta - Atlanta Georgia 

22 July 1864 - General John Bell Hood verses 

General William T. Sherman. Casualties: 8500 

Confederates, 3722 Union! 

Second Battle of Atlanta or Ezra Church - Ezra 

Church Georgia 

28 July 1864 - General John Bell Hood verses 

General William T. Sherman. Casualties: 4300 

Confederate, 632 Union! 

Battle of "The Mine" - Petersburg Virginia 

30 July 1864 - General Robert E. Lee verses General 

Ulysses S. Grant. Casualties: 1200 Confederate, 

3798 Union! 

 

SICKNESS & DISTRESS 
 

June 8th – Get Well card sent to Commander Sam 

Mercer, Sam had knee replacement surgery on the 

6th of June. 

June 16th – Get Well card sent to Keesie Reynolds, 

wife of Commander Reynolds, she had back surgery 

on June 15th.

 
GUARDIAN NEWS 

By 1Lt Commander Rex McGee 

There is an enormous amount of information about 

deaths due to the Civil War.  The first figures in the 

table below in each “death” category are old figures 

generally accepted for over a hundred years.  The last 

figure in each “death” category is a new estimate 

accepted currently based upon research during the 
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past twenty years or so.  Either way both sides 

suffered immensely.  One can easily determine from 

the chart that the Union Army vastly outnumbered 

the Southern Army by almost a three to one margin.  

The Union Army suffered a higher number of deaths, 

but when the death rate to population of Army 

Strengths is compared the Southern Army suffered a 

much higher percentage of deaths.  Battle deaths 

were high but the deaths contributed to disease, 

accidents and other reasons were startling.  However, 

this number is not much different when comparing 

battle deaths to “other” deaths during WWI & WWII 

and wars prior to the Civil War.  After WWII the 

number of “other” deaths began to come down as a 

percentage of the total due to advances in medical 

technology, development of antibiotics, improved 

housekeeping and cleanliness standards, etc.   These 

figures make it very revealing that a soldier does not 

necessarily have to be in battle to be killed.  It simply 

proves that the Military is a dangerous occupation 

with numerous opportunities to die. 

Casualties & Strength of Armies in the Civil War 

Army Strength Battle 
Deaths 

Death 
from 
Disease 
& other 
causes 

Total 

Union 2,500,000 
to 
2,750,000 

110,000 
to 
132,000 

250,000 
to 
300,000 

360,000 
to 
432,000 

Southern 750,000 to 
1,250,000 

94,000 
to 
113,000 

164,000 
to 
197,000 

258,000 
to 
310,000 

 

Historian, J. David Hacker stated that “About half the 

men killed in battles were buried without identification. 

Most Civil War records were geared toward determining 

troop strength.”  This is why it is imperative for the Sons 

of the Confederate Veterans to identify and mark all 

Confederate graves possible.  Many Confederates were 

buried in mass graves, unmarked graves, and no 

documentation to describe where they were buried.  

Many of these hero’s graves will never be known as to 

their location.  We have an idea where many are buried 

and need to place an emphasis on insuring these 

Confederate graves are marked for posterity. 

One in ten white men died in this war.  In specific age 

groups in the confederacy one man in five died.  These 

figures came from a much smaller population in 1961-

1865 than today.  If the Civil War death figures were 

related to today’s population the deaths could range 

from six million to seven and one-half million soldiers 

dead.   

ILT David Richard Reynolds 

Sons of Confederate Veterans Camp # 2270 

Current Guardians 

Effective May 31, 2017 
Name County Cemetery Graves 

Adams, O.M. Titus Edwards 14 

Gunn, Dennis Bowie Center Ridge 1 

Guy, W. H. (Bill) Titus Ft. Sherman 3 

Jones, Robert Titus Coopers 

Chapel 

11 

Love, Rodney Cass Linden 1 

Love, Rodney Cass Shiloh 1 

Love, Rodney Cass Antioch 7 

Love, Rodney Cass Center Grove 5 

Love, Rodney Cass Center Hill  2 

Love, Rodney Cass Mt. Zion  2 

Mars, John Michael Titus Barrett 4 

Mars, John Michael Titus Long 2 

Mars, John Michael Titus Marshall 

Springs 

1 

Mars, John Michael Titus White Oak 

Springs 

5 

McGee, Rex Titus Bivens 16 

McGee, Rex* Titus Greenhill 24 

McGee, Rex Titus Lone Star 2 

McGee, Rex Titus Nevill’s 

Chapel 

8 

Reynolds, James 

Robert 

Titus Old Cookville 10 

Reynolds, James 

Robert 

Titus Philips-Taylor 1 

Reynolds, James 

Robert 

Morris Wheatville 2 

Reynolds, Jerry Don Titus Old Union 7 

Reynolds, Larry Joe* Titus Brantley 1 

Reynolds, Larry Joe Titus Bridges 

Chapel 

10 

Reynolds, Larry Joe Morris Concord 7 

Reynolds, Larry Joe Titus William Cook 1 

Reynolds, Larry Joe Titus Binnion 3 

Reynolds, Larry Joe Titus Tranquil 14 

Reynolds, Tommy Lee Titus Liberty Hill 15 

Talks With White 

Buffalo 

Titus Center Grove-

Yancey 

9 

Talks With White 

Buffalo 

Morris Blevins 14 
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TOTALS    

Guardians (12) (4) (31) (203) 

* Full Guardians 

We have numerous cemeteries and individual graves that 

need a compatriot to step up and be counted as it relates 

to showing our respect for our forefathers.  Many of you 

have cemeteries that are a stone’s throw from your front 

door.  Two to three hours of your time per year will insure 

that the graves in these cemeteries will not be lost to 

history.  Our Confederate Heroes gave up to four years of 

their lives fighting a war while some paid the supreme 

sacrifice for us and our families.  Show them that they did 

not serve in vain. 

As usual, I’ll leave you with the question that Phil 

Davis, Upshur Patriots CDR and Chairman of both 

the National and Texas Division Guardian Program 

always asks,  

“Are you a Guardian?                If not, why not?” 
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