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COMMANDER’S CORNER 

by Larry “Joe” Reynolds 

 

January was a very busy month for 

me, not only with SCV duties but 

also with my Masonic duties.  There wasn’t a 

single weekend that I didn’t have something 

scheduled.  February is starting out the same way, 

sometimes with two different SCV functions on 

the very same day, such as the Army of Trans-

Mississippi Symposium and our Annual Mardi 

Gras Parade on February 25th. It makes it hard to 

decide which to attend. 

 

I am going to get with Lone Star Color Guard, 

Sergeant George Linton, 5th Brigade Commander 

Sam Mercer and ATM Commander Johnnie 

Holley to see it we can start coordinating better. 

 

Let’s not forget Valentine’s Day on February 14th 

if it wasn’t for the Ladies who stand with us, we 

wouldn’t be half the man that we are. 

 

I’ve decided that this is the year to start recruiting 

new members.  I’m going to ask each of you to 

invite at least one person to each camp meeting 

this year.  I believe that if they attend a meeting 

and are shown the welcome that we should give 

them then they will want to join. 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS

 

Monday, February 6th, 7:00 p.m. 

Refreshments at 6:30 p.m. 

Old Union Community Center 

Hwy 67E, Mount Pleasant, Texas 

Program: Civil War Limericks 

By Compatriot Charles Hayes 

Army of Trans-Mississippi Symposium 

Saturday, February 25th, 2017 

8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Myrtle Springs Baptist Church, 

555 County Road 2111 

Hooks, Texas 

 

Mardi Gras Parade 

Saturday, February 25th, 2017 

Muster 1 block east Hwy 134 down town 

Jefferson, near the railroad tracks. 

Jefferson, Texas 

 

2017 TEXAS DIVISION REUNION 
June 2nd – 4th, 2017 

Radisson Hotel 

2540 Meacham Blvd. 

Fort Worth, Texas 76106 

See www.txdivreunion.com for full details. 

 

2017 NATIONAL REUNION 

July 18th – 23rd, 2016 

Sheraton Downtown Hotel 

250 N. Main Street 

Memphis, TN 38103 

See www.scvmemphis2017.org for full details. 

 

DAVIDRREYNOLDS.ORG 

This month the following changes have been made 

to our web site: http://www.davidrreynolds.org 

 I’ve updated our Guardian page with the 

latest Guardians. 

 I’ve updated our Events page to include all 

know events by the Camp and its members. 

Please let me know when you do anything for 

the SCV, this includes attending other camp 
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meeting, public speaking, or even putting 

flags on graves. 

I’m still looking for biographies of your Confederate 

Ancestor.  Please try to come up with a short bio that 

we can put on-line.  

If you have any suggestions, recommendations or 

comments you can send me an email to: 

Joe.Reynolds@davidrreynolds.org and I promise to 

give it my full consideration. 

Our Charge… 

 

"To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we 

will commit the vindication of the cause for 

which we fought. To your strength will be 

given the defense of the Confederate soldier's 

good name, the guardianship of his history, the 

emulation of his virtues, the perpetuation of 

those principles which he loved and which you 

love also, and those ideals which made him 

glorious and which you also cherish."   
 

Lt. General Stephen Dill Lee, Commander General, 

United Confederate Veterans, 

New Orleans, Louisiana April 25, 1906 

 

Remember, it is your duty to see that the true 

history of the South is presented to future 

generations!

 

 

 

 

 

Andrew Barney Cook 

Private 

Company I, 27th Regt Texas Cavalry 

 

 

A. B. Cook, came to Texas in 1856 (sic) and settled 

on 160 acres of land given to him about half way 

between Omaha and Springhill, in Morris County 

[formed from Titus in 1875], where Lou and Lizzie 

were born. They lived in a log cabin about 100 yards 

north of the road, and was pointed out to me on my 

only trip to Springhill Primitive Baptist Church. He 

would close his store at Cookville on one Saturday 

each month so he and his wife could attend services 

there…Sarah and two children lived there 

throughout the Civil War in which he served. At 

Oakland, Mississippi he received a spent rifle ball in 

his shoulder, but afterwards engaged in several 

battles, such as Franklin, Tennessee and Pilot Point, 

Georgia, Murfreesboro, Nashville, Vicksburg, etc., 

and was twice captured and held prisoner at Franklin, 

Tennessee and Pilot Point, Georgia 8 ½ months. One 

or two of his brothers were flag bearers and as their 

mounts were shot down, he grabbed the flag and 

carried it to victory. That is probably what gave him 

the title of Major. After the war was over, he made 

one or two crops and then moved to Clay Hill. He 

had a shack for a store in the corner of the yard – 

about 8 by 12 feet. Later he had a larger building 

almost adjoining the home on the West side, and later 

built a larger building on a corner of the business 

district layed (sic) out facing the railroad which came 

about 1879. He had a well-assorted stock of goods – 

dry goods and groceries, boots and shoes, clothing, 

some drugs, especially Smith’s Bile Beans, Groves’ 

Chill Tonic, Calomel and quinine, name it and take 

it; and a large room added to back of store containing 

flour and salt by carload, bagging and ties, John 

Deere and Kelly stocks and plow points, sweeps, 

saddles, plow lines, single or double trees, etc. After 

thirty years in this business, he sold out about 1895 

and retired. He had a quiet disposition, was charitable 

in giving ground for churches and schools, or 

anything else for the good of the community; kept his 

business and politics to himself. Two of his famous 

sayings were “Honesty is the best policy” and 

“Doing well is hard to beat”. His first residence was 

about 100 feet South of the “big road”, as it was 

called, now Highway 67 in almost exactly the same 

place, as it passes that particular spot. As the family 

grew, he built side rooms until about 1880 he built a 

7-room house with 2 stack chimneys to the South and 

mailto:Joe.Reynolds@davidrreynolds.org
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in line with his store, facing the railroad. That house 

burned down not long afterward – in August… 

 

Obituary: 

 

Mt. Pleasant Times-Review 

 

A.B. Cook, of Cookville, Texas, was suddenly called 

hence Thursday night, Nov. 13th [1902], at 11:30. 

His fatal illness, neuralzia of the heart was of only 

two days’ duration, and while he and his physicians 

realized the danger he was in, his death was quite a 

surprise and a shock to all. 

 

A.B. Cook, merchant, farmer, and founder of 

Cookville, was born in Macon, Ga., April 3, 1836, 

come to Texas in 1851, enlisted in the confederate 

army in 1862 and served until the surrender. He was 

in Mississippi, Georgia, Alabama, and Tennessee. At 

Oakland, Miss. He was severely wounded, but 

afterwards engaged in many severe battles such as 

Franklin, Holly Springs, Iuka, Lumpkins Mills, 

Murfreesboro, Nashville, Vicksburg, and many 

others. In the death dealing contest at Iuka, two 

brothers older than himself of Whitefield’s Legion 

color bearers, each falling successively, a third, the 

subject of this sketch, grasped the bloodstained 

banner from the prostrate forms of his wounded 

brothers and bore it aloft to a glorious victory. At our 

state capitol says The Southern Home Magazine. 

That group of heroes should be memorialized in 

bronze or granite, a parallel of which defies the 

world. 

 

He was twice captured, first at Franklin where he was 

severely wounded and kept in prison 18 days, and 

again at Pilot Point and held a prisoner eight months 

at Indianapolis. 

 

In 1867 Mr. Cook embarked in the mercantile 

business in the little town of his own founding, 

Cookville, Texas, and continued in that occupation 

until his retirement in 1896. He was a consistent 

member of the Primitive Baptist church, having 

joined that church at the age of eighteen. Almost as 

regular as the Saturday before the first Sunday of 

each month came, he would be found on his way to 

Spring Hill church where his membership has been 

for forty-eight years. 

 

Major Cook had his peculiarities, yet those who 

knew him best loved him, and to know him 

intimately was to admire, respect, and love him. 

 

Editor’s Note:  Cookville was name after this Hero! 

 

SEVEN CIVIL WAR STORIES YOU 

DIDN'T LEARN IN HIGH SCHOOL 
 

For many American historians, the Civil War is the 

climax in the story of how the United States came to 

be what it is today. But it's also a source of some 

bizarre and surprisingly cool trivia.  I’ll bring you 

one each month. 

1. LINCOLN'S FIRST SOLUTION TO 

SLAVERY WAS A FIASCO 

Early in his presidency, Abe was convinced that 

white Americans would never accept black 

Americans. "You and we are different races," the 

president told a committee of "colored" leaders in 

August 1862. "But for your race among us there 

could not be war. . . It is better for us both, therefore, 

to be separated." Lincoln proposed voluntary 

emigration to Central America, seeing it as a more 

convenient destination than Liberia. This idea didn't 

sit well with leaders like Frederick Douglass, who 

considered colonization to be "a safety valve...for 

white racism." 

Luckily for Douglass (and the country), colonization 

failed spectacularly. One of the first attempts was on 

Île à Vache, a.k.a. Cow Island, a small isle off the 

coast of Haiti. The island was owned by land 

developer Bernard Kock, who claimed he had 

approved a black American colony with the Haitian 

government. No one bothered to call him on that 

claim. Following a smallpox outbreak on the boat 

ride down, hundreds of black colonizers were 
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abandoned on the island with no housing prepared 

for them, as Kock had promised. 

To make matters worse, the soil on Cow Island was 

too poor for any serious agriculture. In January 1864, 

the Navy rescued the survivors from the ripoff 

colony. Once Île à Vache fell through, Lincoln never 

spoke of colonization again. 

 

LAST CAMP MEETING 

Our January Meeting was held on the 2nd of January 

and we had an informative program about the 

Confederate Navy in Shreveport, LA, presented by 

Compatriot Michael Pepper.  Bill Dixon also turned 

in his paperwork to join our Camp.  I’m sorry to say 

that we started the year with one of the smallest 

attendance that we’ve ever had.  Hope to see 

everyone there next month. 

 
Compatriot Michael Pepper from the Upshur County Patriots, 

Camp 2109, Gilmer, Texas presenting the program, The 

Confederate Navy in Shreveport, Lousiana.  

 

MILITARY DISCIPLINE 

During the early war years (1861-1862) companies 

were made up mostly of volunteers; however, by 

1863, the number of volunteers had dwindled and 

more men were needed to fill the ranks. Conscription 

came into being and "bounties" were offered as a 

means of getting men to join. Men who had been 

conscripted would oftentimes desert. Men who "took 

a bounty" were also motivated to desert and would 

later re-enlist (usually in another state) in order to 

receive another bounty.  

Discipline was needed to keep order in the camp and 

to keep the company together. It was the duty of the 

Provost Marshal to enforce the rules, but it was 

normally the commanding officer who would issue 

the punishments as he felt fit the crime.  

Soldiers were expected to perform certain duties in 

camp such as chopping and gathering wood for the 

fire, digging latrines, serving on guard duty, feeding 

and caring for the horses, keeping not only his, but 

also the camp equipment clean and in good order and 

much more. The performance of his duties was 

expected of a soldier; if not, he was opening himself 

up to performing extra duty, confinement or one of 

any number of simpler type punishments.  

Theft was treated more seriously and would 

oftentimes wind up with the offender being 

humiliated by having to stand on a barrel for a long 

period of time, wearing a sign (known as a "placard") 

which stated his punishment for everyone to see, or 

carrying a heavy log while marching around camp 

until he was exhausted. He may have also been tied 

to the spare wheel on the back of a caisson. This type 

punishment was common if the offender was a 

member of an artillery unit. Robert Bateman, Crime 

and Punishment in The Civil ~r, quotes Frank 

Wilkeson who served with the Army of the Potomac 

by giving Wilkeson's description of this type 

punishment as follows:  

One punishment much affected in the light 

artillery was called "tying on the spare 

wheel" Springing upward and rearward 

from the center rail of every cassion was a 

fifth axel and on it was a spare wheel. A 

soldier who had been insubordinate was 

taken to the spare wheel and made to step 

upon it. His legs were drawn apart until they 

spanned three spokes. His arms were 
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stretched until there were three or four 

spokes between his hands. Then the feet and 

hands were firmly bound to the felloes of the 

wheel. If the soldier was to be punished 

moderately then he was left, bound in an 

upright position on the wheel for five or six 

hours. If the punishment was to be severe, 

the ponderous wheel was given a quarter 

turn after the soldier had been lashed to it, 

which changed the position of the man from 

upright to horizontal. Then the prisoner had 

to exert all his strength to keep his weight 

from pulling heavily and cuttingly on the 

cords that bound his upper arm and leg to the 

wheel.  

Binding and gagging, known as "Bucking and 

gagging" was also commonly used. This type 

punishment was considered more humiliating than 

painful. It was performed by forcing a soldier to sit 

on the ground, pull his knees to his chest and bring 

his hands and arms to the front where they were tied 

behind his legs. A stick or rod was then placed over 

his arms and under his knees. He was then gagged 

and left in this position for several hours. Another 

form of "corrective punishment" was tying a soldier 

up by his thumbs. If a soldier was forced to "ride the 

wooden mule" he was punished by having to sit on a 

long narrow rail that had been elevated only high 

enough that the offender's feet were unable to touch 

the ground. The punishment would oftentimes last 

the whole day. One of the most dreaded of all 

punishments was known as "tying on the rack." 

Many a soldier was crippled after having suffered 

through this type punishment. It is said that a soldier 

had rather been killed than tied up in this manner. 

The punishment was so great that the offender was 

usually gagged to prevent the other soldiers from 

hearing him scream. Branding was also a form of 

punishment and deserters were at times, branded on 

the hip with a letter "D." If he was to have been 

branded as a coward, a letter "C" would have been 

branded upon his forehead. Other forms of 

punishment included loss of pay, receiving lashes, 

being "drummed out of service," having a soldier's 

head shaved, and serving hard labor.  

The more serious punishments were given for 

murder, treason, spying, desertion or threats on the 

life of an officer. To commit one of these offenses 

could easily cause the felon to be sent to a military 

prison or shot by firing squad. Crimes against 

civilians were also not allowed and were punishable 

by hanging. Discipline was essential to the welfare 

of the camp; otherwise, unruliness would have soon 

been out of hand. The common "soldier boy" quickly 

learned that there were rules and those rules were 

meant to be followed.  

To ward off desertions, a Leave of Absence was 

often granted to a soldier, although at times, men 

were known to have taken a "French leave." In other 

words, he "left the party or reception without saying 

goodbye to the host." "French leaves" were very 

common among the Virginia men and because they 

usually returned without having to be brought in, 

very few were ever punished.  

Execution for desertion was not uncommon during 

the war, and more soldiers were executed during that 

time than in all other wars held on American soil. 

Deserters were men who deliberately left or 

remained away, most often after a leave had expired. 

Soldiers left for various reasons, which included lack 

of supplies and equipment, home-sickness, poor 

food, illness, officer discipline or merely because it 

was a way of protesting the war. Whatever the 

reason, both the North and the South were plagued 

by men who chose to leave without due notice. Prior 

to the middle of 1862, deserters were punished 

lightly and sometimes not at all; however, the 

Confederate Conscription Act of April 1862 brought 

on more serious punishment and even called for 

death by execution because men were needed to 

fight. The Act required that all men, ages eighteen to 

thirty-five, serve in the military. It also re-enlisted 

men who had signed up for a one-year term to now 

serve for three years, causing many men to protest. 

New York was plagued by rioting after the North 

passed the Northern Draft Act in March of 1863. 
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Their Conscription Act had been passed earlier. It 

also brought on many problems, desertion being one 

of them. Desertion was the reason for the deaths of 

two-thirds of the 500 men (both North and South) 

who were executed either by firing squad or by 

hanging.  

During the last two years of the war, very few 

deserters were sentenced to death, and those who 

were either had their sentence reduced or remitted. 

The most important things now on the minds of the 

soldiers was seeing the war come to an end, going 

home, being with family and friends, planting crops 

or returning to his normal way of making a living and 

forever, living in peace. 

by Shirley Woodlock 

UDC Magazine 

 

 
From Johnnie Holley 

Commander, Army Trans-Mississippi 
 

Compatriots of the ATM: 

First, I would like to express my thanks for the 

confidence shown by all who voted for me for ATM 

Commander. I am humbled by the support I have 

been shown and hope that I can serve you in a way 

to validate your decision. 

Several events have taken place that you should find 

pleasing and rewarding: 

1) In October, I was honored to take part in the 

ground breaking for the SCV Museum at Elm 

Springs. Hopefully, this project will move forward 

quickly and be ready for your inspection at the 2018 

SCV Reunion at Franklin, Tennessee. The pictures 

and plans have been published in the Veteran and I 

hope they meet with your approval. I was proud to 

present checks in the amount of $11,000 from the 

Texas Division, the 2016 Reunion Committee, and 

several members from the Capt. James P. Douglas 

Camp in Tyler at the GEC meeting. Hopefully, many 

of you will consider donating to the Museum. 

2) I am working with a compatriot to establish an 

SCV camp in Hawaii and hope to add them soon. 

(My wife wants to go when I charter the camp.) 

3) We have an ATM Symposium scheduled on 

February 25 in Texarkana which will cover 

recruiting, retention, and Heritage operation. I hope 

you will attend. 

Serving on the GEC has been interesting in several 

ways. I have been very impressed by the dedication 

and knowledge of its members. Commander Strain is 

a devoted, dedicated, and impassioned leader and I 

feel we can look forward to great things in the future. 

I have seen that the problems we face in Texas are 

generally the same as those that all Divisions 

encounter. We, the SCV, are under attack in all areas 

by the same enemies and dedicated compatriots 

continue to step forward to fight these attacks. We 

MUST remain united and stop fighting among 

ourselves over small personal differences. This only 

aids our enemies. 

Copyright 2017 www.upshurpatriots.org Page 5 

We are working on a Texas Heroes Act and we will 

be calling on each of you to contact your Senators 

and Representatives to garner their support. The 

University of Texas statue issue is approaching in the 

Texas Supreme Court and we pray for a ruling in our 

favor. 

Thank you for your work and support. Please feel 

free to call upon me at any time. I hope to be 

attending your meetings as often as possible. 

God Bless the South, 

Johnnie Holley, Commander, ATM 
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BATTLES FOUGHT DURING THE 

MONTH OF FEBRUARY 

 

Siege of Fort Donelson - Fort Donelson Tennessee 

12-16 February 1862 - General Simon B. Buckner 

verses General Ulysses S. Grant. Casualties: 16,623 

Confederate, 2832 Union! 

Battle of Oluste - Olustee Florida 

20 February 1864 - General Joseph Finegan verses 

General Truman Seymour. Casualties: 934 

Confederate, 1861 Union! 

 

 

The Gray Fox, General Robert E. Lee 

“Mark the perfect man and behold the 

upright, for the end of that man is peace.” 

- Psalm 37:37 

“Nothing influences the quality of our life more than 

how we respond to trouble.” – Erwin G. Tieman 

How many of us have whined and complained to 

God by saying, “God that’s not fair!” Life sometimes 

does not seem fair, does it? It’s not fair that the Lee’s 

would never return to Arlington House. 

Mary Custis, Martha Washington’s great-

granddaughter, and Robert E. Lee were married at 

Arlington House in June 1831. As soon as Northern 

Aggression broke out against the Southland in May 

1861, Lee encouraged Mary to leave. He knew the 

Union would take over Arlington House. They began 

using the grounds as a cemetery. Later it became 

known as Arlington National Cemetery. They would 

never return to Arlington. Not fair. “Fairness” is 

based on man’s value system and timetable. 

Sometimes it seems as though God’s not listening. 

But, He is. 

General Robert Edward Lee, was born January 19, 

1807. He was born in Westmoreland County, 

Virginia, and he was the son of a hero of the 

American Revolution. Two of his relatives signed 

the Declaration of Independence. 

It has been 210 years (January 19, 1807), since the 

silver-haired man in the gray coat who would sit on 

the famous Confederate gray horse called Traveller, 

was born. He would be a dignified man of duty, 

humility, greatness, and gentleness. He would be 

unique in every way.  

Alexander H. Stephens, Vice-President of the 

Confederate States of America, said of General 

Robert E. Lee, “He was absolutely stainless in his 

private life….I had before me the most manly and 

entire gentleman that I ever saw.” 

In January-February of every year, we stop to pay 

special tribute to two great men, General Robert E. 

Lee, and General Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson. Both 

of these Confederate Heroes were men of spit and 

vinegar. They had a resolve to win and succeed in 

spite of all odds. They had determination, purpose, 

and a refusal to compromise their godly convictions. 

They would refuse to take the easier road, the path of 

least resistance, even if everything seemed totally 

unfair. They had a disdain for self-pity even though 
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both of them faced tremendous grief and loss during 

this time of war. 

What does it take for us to lose our will to fight? 

What unfair event or series of unfair circumstances 

is there that can force us to consider quitting and 

throwing in the towel? 

There are many Biblical characters that we could use 

as examples. The prophet Jeremiah is one to 

consider. Jeremiah’s hands, feet and neck were 

firmly secured in a torturous device called stocks and 

ordered for forty lashes rip across his back without 

mercy. 

One of my favorite characters in the Bible was 

Joseph. By all means, life should have destroyed 

him. His family turns their back on him and they put 

him in Egyptian slavery. It is there that he is lied 

about and thrown in an Egyptian prison for years for 

a crime he never committed. The bitterness of it all 

did not destroy him.  

General Lee suffered privation and hardship. He 

suffered danger in opposing what he honestly 

believed to be the armed northern hosts of oppression 

and wrong. His home was seized by the government, 

and his property was destroyed. His motives were 

slandered, and his actions were misrepresented by 

Northern media. He certainly had every right to 

harbor bitterness at the wrong he suffered, as well as 

the suffering of the Southern people. 

I have a picture that hangs in my study at the house 

that I cherish. It is called “The Noble General,” by 

William L. Maughan. It is a true story of General Lee 

at Gettysburg, July 3, 1863. As the general is leaving 

the battlefield, he hears and sees a wounded Northern 

soldier laying on the ground. He stops his soldiers, 

gathers his canteen, leaves Traveller, and goes to 

console the young Northern soldier. No greater 

picture depicts the Christian character of Robert E. 

Lee than this picture drawn by William Maughan. 

General Lee said to General Wade Hampton in July 

1869, “I could have taken no other course save in 

dishonor; and if it were to be gone over again, I 

should act in precisely the same way.” How many 

men can say that? He lived and died without regrets. 

As the Gray Fox left Appomattox Court House with 

tears in his eyes, riding upon Traveller, tears also 

filled the eyes of his ragged and torn Southern 

soldiers as they cried out his name and affectionately 

patted Traveller. He would never be forgotten. 

General Stonewall Jackson will never be forgotten. 

Little Sorrell will never be forgotten. True 

Southerners will never forget our Confederate 

Heroes.  

They will forever be heroes in the “true” South. 

Strike the tent. 

Reverend M. Don Majors, Pastor 

Texas Division Chaplain 

Sons of Confederate Veterans 

 
The Confederate Flag You Never Knew 

 (Continued from Last,Month) 

Southerners are not prepared to surrender a flag that 

had a tightly controlled meaning for several decades 

to permanent defilement, just because of the 1960s. 

The many Southerners who take pride in that flag are 

fine, decent people. They do not advocate for 

violence or racism. They are simply proud of their 

ancestors who died fighting for this nation, and the 

unique patriotic and communal identity that was 

formed as a result of their wartime experience. 

It is easy for Northeastern Jews to discount an 

identity that may seem foreign. But that unique 

identity has been integral to the greater American 

culture. In the most direct sense, and perhaps most 

importantly, Southerners represent, to this day, a 

disproportionate number of military recruits. Even 

during the Civil War, as he camped in Mississippi in 

September 1863, Union General William T. 

Sherman observed in a letter about the "young bloods 

of the South" that "[W]ar suits them, and the rascals 

are brave, fine riders, bold to rashness...." There is a 

unique military culture of the South, where soldiers 
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are venerated. Many of the men who have died for 

this nation learned to love this country through their 

Southern identity. 

But I think there is more to the veneration of the 

Southern soldier, and it demands a brief word about 

the Civil War itself. Many will disregard everything 

I have said thus far by simply doubling down and 

arguing that the South rebelled and fought for 

slavery, and that even though the flag may now be 

patriotic, its origin is marred in sin. As I wrote at the 

beginning of the piece, the CF today is not the flag of 

the government of the Confederate States. It never 

was. It is not the flag of secession. It did not fly on 

slave ships. It is a battle flag, the flag of the Southern 

soldier. 

It is important to understand that at the height of 

slavery in America, only six percent of white 

Southerners owned slaves, and only a fraction of that 

group actually fought in the war. Southern soldiers 

were not fighting for slavery. They were not fighting 

for white supremacy; virtually everyone in the 

country, including President Lincoln, believed in 

white supremacy. (Lincoln said, in one of his 1858 

debates with Stephen Douglas, that "while they [the 

white and black races] do remain together, there must 

be the position of superior and inferior, and I, as 

much as any other man, am in favor of having the 

superior position assigned to the white race.") They 

were fighting as loyal citizens of their states. General 

Lee stated numerous times that he believed slavery 

was wrong and ought to be abolished, but that he 

owed a greater duty to his home, to Virginia. This 

was the common mentality. Everyday Southerners-

small farmers, doctors, lawyers, business owners-

went to war to fight for their states, which in their 

minds were their chief sovereigns and housed the 

highest governments to which they owed their 

loyalties. In a recording from 1944, one of the last 

surviving Confederate veterans, Julius Howell, 

spoke to Congress and stated that "[W]e didn't fight 

for the preservation or extension of slavery... It was 

a great curse on this country that we had slavery...We 

fought for states' rights, for states' rights." I will 

concede that the aristocrats and politicians who 

pushed for secession and war cared mightily about 

slavery. But the soldier on the battlefield, to whom 

the CF belongs, did not. 

A symbol is only as good as the people who use it. It 

should not surprise anyone that many Southerners, 

including active service members overseas and many 

decent Americans who have no hate in their hearts, 

fly the CF. They do so out of a genuine expression of 

Southern identity, which in my opinion is an 

expression of patriotism on the battlefield. This 

identity is not rebellious-it is fundamentally 

American and reflects a culture of sacrifice and 

patriotism. 

The time has come to think deeply about the real 

meaning of flying the CF today. I do not intend or 

expect this piece to change minds. I am merely trying 

to introduce some perspective that is completely 

absent from the public discourse. The simplicity with 

which this issue is discussed is a travesty, and it was 

a true shame to see such simplicity and close-

mindedness displayed by YU's administration. I pray 

that YU students can begin to understand the 

Southern admiration for the CF, and see that those 

who fly it today reflect the decades of benign and 

honorable associations the CF has carried. 

This post was written by Uri Segelman 

 
GUARDIAN NEWS 

By 1Lt Cdr Rex McGee 
 

B R I E F  H I S T O R Y  C O N F E D E R A T E  

B U R I A L S  

Copied from an article of the Center for Civil War 

Research 

Hastily interred by comrades—and sometimes by 

enemies—after battles and outside of hospitals and 

prisons, the Civil War dead often found their final 

resting places in temporary shallow graves or 

nameless burial trenches.  The often hasty efforts of 

wartime proved to be unsatisfactory in the ensuing 

peace, and required a large-scale effort to attend to 
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the dead in a more dignified manner.  The creation of 

the national cemetery system provided for the decent 

burial of the Union dead, but there was no such 

provision for their fallen enemies.  

Arranging Confederate burials became a state, local, 

or individual responsibility.  As a result, many 

Confederates were buried in private family or city 

cemeteries.  After the war, some women’s groups 

and veterans’ organizations began campaigns to 

exhume the dead from their temporary battlefield 

graves and from small, remote plots and reinter them 

in central locations where they could be protected 

and honored.  Perhaps the best example of such an 

effort is the Confederate cemetery in Hagerstown, 

Maryland, where thousands of Confederate dead 

were relocated from the battlefields of Antietam and 

South Mountain. 

These scattered Confederate cemeteries not only 

illustrate the human toll of this conflict, but also its 

divisive nature and the commitment of both sides to 

caring for their dead and paying tribute to their 

sacrifices.  What follows, admittedly incomplete, is 

a listing of Confederate cemeteries where 

researchers have documented 1500 or more 

Confederate interments at one location.   

This short article is simply a way of showing the 

tragedy that befell the Confederacy and why we 

should all be willing to give our time and attention to 

the Guardian Program. 

Location City State Total 

Oakland Cemetery Atlanta Georgia 
3,000

+ 

Oconee Cemetery, on 

Univ of Georgia 

campus 

Athens Georgia 1500 

  Marietta Georgia 3,000 

Memory Hill 

Cemetery 
Milledgeville Georgia 4039 

Laurel Grove 

Cemetery 
Savannah Georgia 1,500 

Oakwoods Cemetery, 

Camp Douglas 
Chicago Illinois 4039 

Rock Island 

Confederate Cemetery 
Rock Island Illinois 1928 

Washington Cemetery, 

now Rose Hill 

Cemetery 

Hagerstown Maryland 2,000 

  Pt Lookout Maryland 2,159 

Soldier's Rest, Cedar 

Hill Cemetery 
Vicksburg Miss.        5,000 

Springfield National 

Cemetery 
Springfield Missouri 1521 

  Mt Pleasant 
South 

Carolina 
7258 

  Chattanooga Tenn. 2,500 

  Knoxville Tenn. 1,600 

  Lynchburg Virginia 2,500 

Hollywood Cemetery Richmond Virginia 

12,000

-

18,000 

Oakwood Cemetery Richmond Virginia 17,200 

Confederate Civil War Casualties 

Direct Combat Deaths: Over 95,000 

Other Deaths related to military service: Over 

165,000 

January 2017 was a good month for the Guardian 

Program in our Camp. Our numbers increased to 187 

graves in 30 cemeteries in 4 counties attended to by 

12 Compatriots.  Compatriots visited their 

Confederate Heroes graves this month and placed 

fresh flags on their graves and insured their graves 
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were in good condition.  This is one of the most 

important duties we can ever perform for our 

Confederate heroes in order to ensure that their 

graves nor their legacies will be lost to the ravages of 

time and history.  We thank all Compatriots involved 

in the Guardian Program. 

 

As usual, I’ll leave you with the question that Phil 

Davis, Upshur Patriots CDR and Chairman of both 

the National and Texas Division Guardian Program 

always asks,  

“Are you a Guardian?                If not, why not?” 

 

“When the South raised its sword against the Union’s 

Flag, it was in defense of the Union’s Constitution.” 

Confederate General John B. Gordon 
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Gentlemen, 

  
The East Texas Heritage Flag Rally. with Brigades 4,  5, 7, and 8 taking the lead role, will be held 
at 12 noon, Saturday, March 4, 2017.  This event will take place at Camp Ford POW Camp, in 
Tyler, Texas.  The camp is located on Highway 271, one mile north of Loop 323. The 
physical  address is 6500 US HIghway 27l, Tyler TX  75708. 
  
Because Texas is so large, four rallies will be held in different locations of the state.  We plan to 
wear the same uniforms as those of our ancestors. If you do not have one, please come anyway 
in civilian clothing to help celebrate our ancestors and the flags under which they fought.  
 
A parade of flags will be a central part of the four rallies.  We will also plan to have a rifle salute, 
so please bring your muskets.  This event will be a great opportunity for all of us to meet, 
celebrate our ancestors, and renew our resolve to the cause for which they fought.  
  
We also plan to have compatriots give presentations, as well as guest speakers at each rally.  
  
Brigade Commanders and Camp Commanders, please notify all your members of this very 
important event, as well as anyone who has ancestors that fought for the Cause.  
  
I look forward to seeing many of you at these events.  Our heritage and history are under attack 
all over the country.  We must show that we are here to stay and support each other in this very 
important battle. 
  
Your Servant, 
Dennis Brand, 8th Brigade Commander 
 
Email:  hobobrand1@gmail.com 
Phone:  903-566-3132 (home)  903-360-7090 (cell) 
Mailing Address:  11822 CR 283 E, Whitehouse TX  75791 
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